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Basketball Success: 


Bad Ending Can’t Ruin Good Year 


. ~ en Alabama limped home with a 
by Kirk McNair 68 win over hapless Auburn 
° 


n February 27, the Crimson 

" + Tide men’s basketball team had clinched this 

Gottfried expects Alabama to be even better in 2003 year’s outright Southeastern Conference 

championship. As it turned out, Alabama 

would finish with a 12-4 SEC record, win- 

ning the crown by two games in the league 
judged to be the nation’s toughest. 

That win over Auburn also gave Alabama a 
17-0 home record and a victory over every 
SEC opponent 

Alabama would go on to reach the cham- 
pionship game of the SEC Tournament and 
earn a number two seed in the NCAA 
Tournament. It's no secret that most teams 
lose their final game, because college basket- 
ball is a tournament sport, Of the 65 teams 
selected for the NCAA Tournament, 64 fin- 
ish with a loss. Ditto all but the champion of 
the NIT. 

Still, Alabama's final two losses, sand- 
wiched around a first round NCAA Tourna- 
ment win, were disappointing. Bama had a 
shot at victory, but came up short in a 61-58 
loss to Mississippi State in the finals of the 
SEC Tournament. However, it was the sea- 
son-ending loss that was most distressing. 
Alabama seemed to have no heart for the na- 
tional championship tournament, falling 
meekly to Kent State, 71-58. Alabama was 
the first number two seed eliminated from 
the tournament. One bad day can’t take away 
all that was accomplished, but it makes it 
more difficult to remember the good times. 

Alabama Head Coach Mark Gottfried said, 
“I think when you go back to last summer, 
we had reasons for tremendous concern. 
Gerald Wallace decided to go to the NBA. 
Sam Haginas decided to go to Europe. We 
had two signees, Rodney Bias and Kei 
Madison, who didn’t get eligible. 

“But instead of disaster, we have a team 
that goes 27-8, wins the SEC championship 
and reaches the tournament championship 
game, and is selected to play in the national 
championship tournament. 

“Look who we beat early in the season: 
Memphis, Utah, Temple, Notre Dame 

“We went 8-0 against the SEC Eastern 
Division, including wins at Georgia and 
Kentucl 


When back-up guard Antoine Pettway put this 
layup in against Florida in the final second, it 
gave the Crimson Tide a 65-64 win and assured 
Bama of no worse than a tie for the SEC title. 
Bama would go on to win that championship. 
Kent Gidley Photo 
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“We had the SEC Player of the Year in 
Erwin Dudley and the SEC Freshman of the 
Year in Mo Williams. 

“Lm tremendously proud of our guys, our 
players and our staff.” 

Gottfried didn’t mention that Alabama also 
had the Coach of the Year by every rating 
group. Additionally, Gottfried was a finalist 
for the national Naismith Coach of the Year. 
(Also on the list was former Tide player 
Mike Davis, head coach at Indiana.) 

Dudley was named to every All-SEC first 
team, while his teammates, Rod Grizzard 
and Williams, were given All-SEC mention. 

But, Gottfried acknowledged, the final loss 
hurt. “Kent State is a pretty good basketball 
team, but the perception is that since they 
play in the Mid-American Conference they 
are a team we should beat with no trouble. 
That's just not the case. They have good 
players and very experienced players. But 
that doesn’t mean we should accept defeat 
without hurting. We didn’t have a good day, 
and in the NCAA Tournament you have to 
be ready to play every day.” 


labama was ready to play most days. 
A‘ least ready enough to win. There 

were numerous games in which the 
Tide struggled against seemingly weak op- 
position, particularly late in the season, The 
Tide also suffered blowout losses at the 
hands of Arkansas, Mississippi State, and 
Ole Miss. 

Still, the team seemed to get over the 
“Can't win on the road” hump, a problem 
that had haunted the 2001 team that man- 
aged a 25-11 record despite its poor road 
play. 

Bama also got to the NCAA Tournament, 
which had been denied that 2001 team. 

Gottfried agreed the decision of the NCAA 
Tournament Selection Committee to deny 
Bama a spot in last year’s tournament could 
have played a part in this year's early exit. 
“Experience means a great deal,” Gottfried 
said. “Kent State had been there. We hadn't. 
If we had gotten in last year, we would have 
experienced what we had to learn this year. 
You can’t be sure, but...” 

The Tide coach said, “People have been 
very complimentary of our team. They prac- 
ticed hard and had great success, But that 
doesn’t change the fact that you want to play 
well in the NCAA Tournament, and we 
didn't.” 

Gottfried said, “I thought that at the end 
of January, first of February we rose up to a 
high, high level. We played with a kind of a 
zip. We were really clicking, really playing 
well. After that, we didn't shoot as well and 
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we didn’t play nearly as well at the end of 
the season. We've got to be a little more con- 
sistent.” 

Alabama’ last regular season SEC champi- 
onship came in 1987, when Gottfried was a 
star guard for the Crimson Tide. “That team 
won 28 games,” Gottfried said. “This team 
won 27. No other team in the history of this 
program has won 27 games.” 

The Tide coach gave much credit to two 
new coaches, Orlando Early and former Tide 
star T.R. Dunn, “I thought they made a 
tremendous impact,” Gottfried said. “They 
really made us a better team.” 


udley led the team in scoring and re- 
Dre: averaging 15.2 points and 

8.9 rebounds per game. Grizzard was 
second in both categories, 14.1 points and 
6.1 rebounds per game. Williams averaged 
10.4 points and had 159 assists. The other 
starters were Kenny Walker, who averaged 
9.2 points per game, and Terrance Meade, 
who averaged 8.4. All but Williams are ju- 


niors. 

Bama settled into an eight-man rotation 
with junior Antoine Pettway (6.5 points per 
game), freshman Earnest Shelton (6.1), and 
sophomore Demetrius Smith (2.9) coming 
off the bench. 

Gottfried said, “This team didn’t have a se- 
nior who played. [Former walk-on Solomon 


U.S. Mulch, Inc. 


Landscape Mulch Blowing Service 


Davis who quit the team in 2001 to concen- 
trate on academics, rejoined the team as a se- 
nior this past fall at the request of Gottfried 
in order to help with practice.] Look at the 
teams in the NCAA Tournament and we 
were one of the youngest.” 

Gottfried said, “I like the nucleus next 
year. We've got some good new players com- 
ing in. We'll have Lucky Williams eligible (a 
snafu by Alabama's compliance office kept 
Williams from being eligible this year, but 
he'll have four years of eligibility remaining 
beginning next season), and I think we'll 
have everyone back.” 

The Tide coach said he had talked to both 
Dudley and Grizzard about their future 
plans. There has been speculation one or 
both might opt for early entry into profes- 
sional basketball. Underclassmen have until 
May 14 to declare for the draft, and they can 
pull out before the June draft and return to 
college if they haven't signed with an agent. 

“Both Rod and Erwin have an interest in 
graduation,” Gottfried said. “Plus, both un- 
derstand how good we can be next year. | 
think we can be awfully good.” 

“We'll have incoming freshmen, we'll have 
sophomores, we'll have juniors and we'll 
have some seniors,” Gottfried said. “That's 
the first time since I've been the head coach 
we've had that senior leadership. And senior 
leadership is vital in this game,” 
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Spring Football: 


by Kirk McNair 


Halfway through spring 
practice, improvement 
shows in every area 


fense was 12th in the Southeastern 

Conference, averaging 309.4 yards per 
game. Last season, in Dennis Franchione’s 
first year as head coach of the Crimson Tide, 
Bama increased that output by 30 per cent, 
100 yards per game, to an average of 409.4, 
and moved up to fourth in the SEC in over- 
all offense. But Franchione is not sitting on 
that square, 

Alabama completed the first half of spring 
football practice on March 21. The Tide had 
used eight of an allotted 15 workouts. 
Spring practice was to resume after The 
University’s spring break on April 2. The 
second scrimmage of the spring was sched- 
uled for April 6, and practice will conclude 
with the annual A-Day Game on April 13. 

The difference between the first spring 
practice under Franchione and this year is 
obvious to even the unpracticed eye. For 
one thing, Alabama's players are stronger 
and in better condition this spring than was 
the case before Tiders had a year of the 
Franchione weightroom regimen. As would 
be expected, players have a good grasp of 
the offense, defense and kicking game 
schemes after having been in the system for 
a year. And the coaches have an understand- 
ing of the abilities of the players. Finally, ev- 
eryone is aware of the rapid pace expected 
ina Franchione practice day. 

The improvement from a year ago was evi- 
dent in the first scrimmage of the spring. 
Alabama had planned to have 80-90 plays, 
but also planned to go longer if things were 


I: the 2000 football season, Alabama's of- 


going well. The scrimmage ended up being 
140 plays, about the equivalent of two 
games. And while the defense dominated, 
the offense did well to have only one 
turnover (an exceptional play by safety 
Waine Bacon to make an interception) and 
there were only seven penalties on the day. 

Franchione praised the “effort, attitude, 
carryover from last season” the team has dis- 
played in the first half of spring drills. The 
Tide coach said he was pleased with the re- 
tention from last year, even among “the 
young redshirt freshmen,” naming offensive 
linemen J.B. Closner, Von Ewing and Matt 
Sanders; tight end Clint Johnston; quarter- 
backs Brodie Croyle and Spencer 
Pennington; and defensive backs Charlie 
Peprah, Anthony Madison and Roman 
Harper. 

Alabama has many of the key ingredients 
needed to continue to improve offensive 
production. The Tide returns its starting of- 
fensive line tackle-to-tackle. Quarterback 
‘Tyler Watts was starter for most of last sea- 
son, The tailback duties last year were divid- 
ed between Ahmaad Galloway and Santonio 
Beard. Antonio Carter was a clutch wide re- 
ceiver. Donnie Lowe is back at fullback (al- 
though he has missed much work with a 
mild concussion). 

The lost starters from a year ago are wide 
receiver Freddie Milons (and much-used 
Jason McAddley) and tight end Terry Jones. 

While there are a number of wide re- 
ceivers in camp, Franchione and his assis- 
tants have seemed to pay particular atten- 
tion to developing this corps. Carter and 
Sam Collins (who is sitting out this spring 
after shoulder surgery) are known com- 
modities. Juniors Triandos Luke and Dre 
Fulgham have been the most impressive of 
the up-and-coming wide receivers, and 
Tarry Givens, Brandon Greer, and walk-ons 
Joel Babb and Lance Taylor have also shown 
improvement. 

Franchione has been pleased with work at 
tight end, even though he noted that “we're 


2002 Alabama Football Schedule 


Date Opponent Site Series Record 

August 31 Middle Tennessee State —_ Birmingham First Meeting 
September 7 Oklahoma Norman Alabama leads, 1-0-1 
September 14 North Texas Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 1-0-0 
September 21 Southern Miss Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 30-6-2 
September 28 Arkansas Fayetteville Alabama leads, 8-4-0 
October 5 Georgia Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 35-22-4 
October 19 Mississippi (Homecoming) Tuscaloosa _ Alabama leads, 39-8-2 
October 26 Tennessee Knoxville | Alabama leads, 42-35-7 
November 2 Vanderbilt Nashville Alabama leads, 57-19-4 
November 9 Mississippi State Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 68-15-3 
November 16 LSU Baton Rouge Alabama leads, 42-18-5 
November 23. Auburn Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 38-27-1 


Shaud Williams, « transfer from Texas Tech who 
sat out last season, is expected to make a contri- 
bution to the Tide as an “A-Back,” a combina- 
tion tailback and wide receiver. 

Barry Fikes Photo 


a little behind in blocking and a little ahead 
in receiving because we've been working on 
the passing game.” The coach has made fre- 
quent mention of the athletic ability and im- 
proved receiving ability of senior Theo 
Sanders. Junior Donald Clarke is considered 
a good blocker who needs to improve his 
pass-catching skills, while redshirt freshman 
Clint Johnston is impressive as a receiver 
and, since gaining up to 248 pounds, a bet- 
ter blocker. 

Franchione said the passing game has im- 
proved. He said “We've added some things, 
some new wrinkles, and they've worked 
hard at it.” 

The coach said that returning starting 
quarterback Tyler Watts has demonstrated 
“knowledge and understanding of things, an 
ability to adjust and adapt, and confidence. 
He's missed some things, but he’s working 
with a lot of different receivers and we're 
doing a lot of passing under pressure. His 
experience level is high.” Franchione has 
also complimented the work of redshirt 
freshmen back-up quarterbacks Brodie 
Croyle and Spencer Pennington 
(Pennington is having a busy spring, joining 
the Bama baseball team when not practicing 
football. When Tide spring practice ended, 
Pennington was flown to Fayetteville to join 
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the baseball squad and was to spend 10 days 
of spring break with baseball in Arkansas, 
Oklahoma and South Carolina.) 


‘ears ago, one of the popular spring 

Y break hangouts at Panama City Beach 

was A&W Root Beer. This spring 
A&W has a different significance on the 
Alabama football practice fields. 

‘Two positions are of particular interest this 
spring. While Franchione has insisted he is 
not reinventing football, the Crimson Tide 
offense is making good use of the “A-Back” 
and the “W.” The two candidates at “A- 
Back” are former tailbacks, both speedy and 
both good receivers, Shaud Williams and 
Ray Hudson. The “A-Back” can be a tail- 
back, a wide receiver, or a slotback, taking 
handoffs, pitchouts, or passes, and also ex- 
pected to block. Franchione said, “Both are 
fast and both can catch the ball, They have 
some things to do in blocking and in routes. 
They've got a lot to do to get where we want 
them, but both are learning quickly. I'm very 
encouraged.” 

The “W" is a combination of tight end and 
fullback and candidates for the jobs are 
learning new alignments more than new as- 
signments, An exception, Franchione noted, 
is that a tight end like Theo Sanders 
wouldn't have had a 12-yard run for a 
touchdown last year like he did in a spring 
scrimmage. 

In the first half of spring work, the “A- 
Back” and the “W” were not used at the 
same time, That is expected to change in the 
second half of spring work. The use of both, 
Franchione said, disguises the alignment 
and gives the offense different personnel 
groupings. 

Still, the coach said, “Mostly it’s the same 
offense we had last year with just a few new 
wrinkles. And we think it gives us the op- 
portunity to make better use of our person- 
nel.” 


n defense, he said that outside 
Oissecks Brooks Daniels and 
Cornelius Wortham, returning 
starters, have both done well. At middle 
linebacker he said redshirt freshman Freddie 
Roach has done well and that converted 
fullback Marvin Brown is making strides. 
Middle linebacker is a key area this spring 
since Saleem Rasheed, a three-year starter, 
elected to pass up his final year of eligibility 
to make himself available for the NFL draft. 
Roach was expected to move into the job, 
but suffered a slight concussion on the first 
day of drills and missed three full practice 
days. Franchione said that Roach will catch 
up quickly. “He knows the defense. He 
knows what he’s doing. He’s comfortable. 
He'll be fine.” The coach said that Brown “is 
a physical player, but not a polished 
linebacker yet. But I think he can help us.” 
He said the play of the secondary “all-in- 
all was solid.” The work of newcomers 
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A-Day Events 

In addition to the annual Crimson-White} 
football game at Bryant-Denny Stadium, 
which kicks off at 2:30 p.m, CDT on| 
Saturday, April 13, there are other Bama-re- 
lated events that day. 

Fan Day, when Crimson Tide followers 
can meet Alabama players and coaches and| 
get autographs and photographs, will be at 
Coleman Coliseum from 9 a.m, until 11 
a.m. 

There been a change in the Walk off 
Fame, the annual spring ritual in which the 
previous year's captains place their hand- 
prints and footprints in concrete at the base 
of Denny Chimes. In part to increase the| 
number of fans who can view the event and 
in part because two of the 2001 captains 
will be participating in A-Day, the five cap- 
tains of last year’s team will put their prints} 
in concrete molds at Bryant-Denny Stadium! 
jjust prior to kickoff. Last year’s captains are| 
‘Andrew Zow, Terry Jones, Saleem Rasheed, 
and current Tiders Tyler Watts and Jarret 
johnson. 


Anthony Madison and Charlie Peprah at 
cornerbacks and Roman Harper at safety has 
been impressive. “Those young guys are ex- 
citing and energetic,” Franchione said. 
“They have raised the enthusiasm of every- 
one, And their play has inspired the older 
guys, who don't want to lose their jobs.” 

Although no team thinks it has enough 
defensive linemen-and Alabama's line has 
gotten a little thin this spring-the Tide 
should be about as strong as any team on 
the defensive front with the likes of all-star 
candidates Jarret Johnson, Kindal Moore- 
head and Kenny King. 

Bama is not working on all phases of the 
kicking game. Insofar as the actual kickers, 
there has been a lack of consistency in both 
the punting and place-kicking. 


juries, and Alabama has had its share. 

That's not a surprise considering how 
physical the sessions have been. However, in 
the first half of spring work most of those 
injuries were not serious. 

Although it’s bad news when a football 
player suffers an injury, Franchione can find 
the silver lining in the cloud. No fewer than 
four Bama regulars are now on the sidelines 
for the spring. While they are not getting 
work, players behind them are getting more 
practice time, which could pay benefits 
when it matters, next fall. 

There was good news concerning an in- 
jury to All-SEC defensive tackle Jarret 
Johnson suffered in Bama’s next-to-last prac- 
tice of the first half of spring practice. 
Johnson was chasing quarterback Tyler 
Watts when Johnson's cleat caught in the 
grass and he went down. An examination re- 
vealed that Jarret sustained a badly sprained 
medial collateral ligament in his right knee. 
There will be no surgery required, but 


I wouldn't be spring practice without in- 


Johnson will be out for the remainder of 


spring practice. 

While Johnson is sidelined, junior 
Anthony Bryant has moved up to the tackle 
position alongside Kenny King, 

Also on the defensive line, end Kindal 
Moorehead, who had undergone some main- 
tenance work on his shoulder prior to the 
start of spring practice, had his left knee 
cleaned out in an arthroscopic procedure. 
Pranchione said it was “50-50" whether 
Moorehead would be able to practice when 
the Tide resumes work after. spring break. 

Working at Moorehead’s end spot is red- 
shirt sophomore Antwan Odom. Franchione 
said, “Antwan has gotten better every day. 
After missing last fall, he started off a little 
slow, a little soft, a little hesitant, but he is 
more in rhythm and making plays.” The 6-5 
Odom has also been a hard worker in the 
weight room, and has grown [rom 247 to 
283. 

Pre-spring injuries to cornerback Hirchel 
Bolden and wide receiver Sam Collins have 
also resulted in increased practice time for 
younger players. Redshirt freshman 
Anthony Madison has gotten the lion's share 
of work at right cornerback, Several re- 
ceivers, including Luke, Fulgham and 
Givens, have gotten extra work during 
Collins’ absence 

Defensive end Todd Bates, the only true 
freshman to play last season, has missed 
spring work with a groin problem, but 
Franchione said he is optimistic Bates will 
be able to practice after spring break. 


2002 Alabama Spring Training Football Depth Chart 


OFFENSE 
84 Triandos Luke (6-0, 190, Junior) 
3 Dre Fulgham (6-1, 214, Junior) 
81 Brandon Greer (6-1, 192, Junior) 
85 Tarry Givens (6-5, 206, Soph) 
37 Joel Babb (6-0, 193, Senior) 


Split End: 


Quick Tackle: 70 Wesley Britt (6-8, 304, Soph) 
75 Atlas Herrion (6-4, 299, Senior) 
60 Von Ewing (6-5, 297, Freshman) 


Quick Guard: 78 Justin Smiley (6-3, 292, Soph) 
69 Matt Lomax (6-2, 284, Junior) 
79 Danny Martz (6-4, 300, Soph) 

Center: 58 Alonzo Ephraim (6-4, 295, Senior) 

74 J.B. Closner (6-4, 290, Freshman) 

68 Montre Walker (6-1, 280, Freshman) 


Strong Guard: 71 Marico Portis (6-0, 308, Senior) 
73 Dennis Alexander (6-6, 339, Junior) 
63 Mark Sanders (6-7, 305, Freshman) 


Strong Tackle: 51 Evan Mathis (6-5, 288, Soph) 
65 Dante Ellington (6-6, 354, Senior) 
76 Lannis Baxley (6-7, 314, Senior) 
Tight End: 89 Theo Sanders (6-3, 248, Senior) 
93 Donald Clarke (6-6, 252, Junior) 
88 Clint Johnston (6-4, 248, Freshman) 
92 David Cavan (6-5, 240, Soph)* 


Quarterback: 14 Tyler Watts (6-3, 217, Senior) 

12 Brodie Croyle (6-2, 198, Freshman) 

13 Spencer Pennington (6-4, 215, Freshman) 
Tailback: 29 Ahmaad Galloway (6-1, 228, Senior) 
34 Santonio Beard (6-1, 207, Junior) 
38 Josh Smith (5-10, 195, Soph) 
22 Marquez Dupree (6-0, 215, Freshman) 
A-Back: 21 Shaud Williams (5-8, 175, Junior) 
27 Ray Hudson (5-11, 197, Soph) 
Fullback: 49 Donnie Lowe (6-2, 247, Junior)* 
30 Nick Signaigo (6-3, 231, Soph) 
40 Nathan Cox (6-1, 224, Soph) 
Flanker: 2 Antonio Carter (5-9, 195, Senior) 

7 Sam Collins (6-1, 181, Senior)* 

5 Brandon Brooks (5-4, 160, Freshman) 
39 Lance Taylor (5-9, 190, Junior) 
Placekicker: 46 Mike McLaughlin (6-1, 190, Freshman) 

1 Brian Bostick (5-11, 187, Soph) 

35 Michael Ziifle (6-0, 232, Soph) 

8 Gabe Giardina (5-6, 160, Soph) 

3 Alex Fox (5-11, 178, Soph) 


Holder: 44 Lane Bearden (6-2, 198, Senior) 
Returning starters in Bold 


DEFENSE 
54 Kindal Moorehead (6-4, 293, Senior)* 
98 Antwan Odom (6-5, 275, Soph) 

87 Gerard Clark (6-6, 257, Soph) 


Left End: 


Nose Tackle: 55 Kenny King (6-3, 277, Senior) 
97 Anthony Bryant (6-3, 349, Junior) 
77 Bart Raulston (6-8, 347, Senior) 


Tackle: 96 Jarret Johnston (6-4, 281, Senior)* 
94 Derek Sanders (6-5, 283, Senior) 
92 JoLee Taylor (6-3, 277, Freshman) 
Right End: 90 Nautyn McKay-Loesher (6-4, 244, Junior) 
56 Todd Bates (6-4, 236, Soph)* 
93 Jon Brunson (6-3, 245, Freshman) 
Strongside 
Linebacker: 16 Cornelius Wortham (6-1, 225, Junior) 
47 Mark Anderson (6-6, 220, Freshman) 
42 PJ. Fletcher (6-2, 213, Soph) 
Middle 
Linebacker: 8 Freddie Roach (6-2, 237, Freshman)* 
6 Marvin Brown (6-0, 253, Senior) 
53 Brandon Dean (6-1, 230, Soph) 
Rover: 18 Brooks Daniels (6-2, 204, Junior) 
43 Jason Rawls (6-0, 220, Soph) 
45 Juke King (6-2, 225, Freshman) 
58 Brad Biel (5-11, 215, Junior) 
Left Corner: 4 Gerald Dixon (5-11, 182, Senior) 


26 Charlie Peprah (5-11, 195, Freshman) 
19 Roberto McBride (5-9, 177, Junior) 
29 Hamid Haqq (6-0, 185, Junior) 


Right Corner: 25 Hirchel Bolden (6-0, 196, Senior)* 
9 Anthony Madison (5-9, 180, Soph) 

1 Thurman Ward (6-1, 174, Soph) 
28 Corey Ferguson (5-10, 165, Junior) 


Strong Safety: 24 Waine Bacon (5-10, 195, Senior) 
32 Chris James (6-0, 181, Soph) 
36 Marc Miller (6-1, 200, Junior) 


Safety: 20 Charles Jones (6-0, 175, Junior) 

41 Roman Harper (6-1, 180, Freshman) 

10 Carlos Andrews (6-0, 200, Junior) 
Punter: 44 Lane Bearden (6-2, 198, Senior) 

35 Michael Ziifle (6-0, 232, Soph) 
Snapper: 50 Nick Ridings (6-0, 235, Junior) 


61 Boone Stutz (6-5, 290, Freshman) 


*David Cavan, Sam Collins, Todd Bates, Hirchel Bolden out 
with injuries. 

Todd Bates may practice in second half of spring. 

Kindal Moorehead may miss last two weeks after having 
minor knee surgery Jarret Johnson held out of last two weeks 
of spring training with knee injury 

Donnie Lowe was out last few days of first half of spring work 
with mild concussion. Freddie Roach missed a few days early 
with a mild concussion. 
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COME VISIT US AT: 


The Official Web Site of 


(©2001 New Life Art, Ine. 


home Vi t- | 


Zt LIVE LUTE LY 1D 
This exclusive offering 


Daniel A. Moore is currently working on a painting 
commemorating Alabama's exciting win over Auburn 
in the 2001 Iron Bowl. Mr. Moore is documenting 
Andrew Zow’s touchdown pass to Jason McAddley just 
prior to halftime. The pass was the turning point in 
the zame from which Auburn was unable to recover. 

The cut-off date for ordering Limited Edition prints 
of the painting is May 7, 2002, at which time New Life 
Art, Inc. will commence publication of the prints. The 
edition of prints will-be strictly limited to the number 
of print orders received by May 7, 2002, The maximum 
edition size of the Regular Edition will be 1,500 prints, 
the maximum edition size of the Signature Edition 
Will be-1,500 prints and the max- 
imum size of the Artist's Proofs edi- 
tion will. be 300 prints. 


Regular Edition $175. 
‘Signed and numbered by the artist 


Signature Edition $295. 
Signed by Andrew, Jason and artist 


Artist's Proofs $500. 
Signed by Andrew, Jason and artist 


Custom Framing °$225. 


All pricing is plus applicable 
taxes and shipping charges. 


new releases 
daniel moore gallery 
steve lowery gallery 
2002 calendar 
portfolio series 
daniel moore book 
miniature prints 
mem-replay 
coffee mugs 
artist at work 


newsletter 


pplicable taxes and shipping charges 


guestbook registration / e-mail us / contact us 
| oe 


NEW LIFE ART, INC. 


Publishers of Fine Art Prints by Daniel A. Moore 


Buy ONE, get ONE FREE!! 


The Crimson & White 2002 Calendar features a collection of 13 original pencil drawing 
prints by artist Daniel A. Moore. Each 12" x 12” print is suitable for framing and can be 
easily removed from the calendar. Buy one calendar at the regular retail price of only 
$24.95 and receive a second calendar absolutely FREE! Hurry, offer good only while 
quantities last. Please visit www.newlifeart.com for more information. 


Personal Palette 
Ps «Availabe Prints 


Prices) 


ro 
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This photo shows Daniel's recent progress on the painting. 
The artist's final pencil study for the painting. 


To place your order now, or for more information 


CALL TOLL FREE: 


1-800-735-2787 


will be added to total purchase. 
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TFS | 


New Safeties Coach Feels At Home 


by Evan Woodbery 


Smith had great success 
as Mississippi State aide 


ts the first day of Alabama spring football 
[ovsies and its Melvin Smith's first day 

on the Crimson Tide practice fields, But 

new assistant coach in charge of 
ies looks like he’s been patrolling the 
scaloosa turf for years. 
During a drill, Smith watches carefully from 
the secondary, and then strides forward at the 
end of a play, pumping his arms back and 
forth, 

“Good job! Get ‘em Charlie!” he yells to 
Tide redshirt freshman Charlie Peprah. 

Then the buzzer sounds, signifying the end 
of a five-minute practice period. It’s time for a 
new session, 

“Run! Hustle!” Smith shouts, pointing to 
the next station, 

Smith is getting his first taste of the fast- 
paced style of Dennis Franchione practices. 
Franchione says it’ like “Star Wars,” but for 
Smith its no sweat. 

“Coaching on the field is like riding a bicy- 
cle,” Smith said, “Once you've done it, you 
can always do it. Some people work on cars; 
doctors work on people. I work on DBs. I'ma 
DB doctor.” 

On February 18, Melvin Smith, DB Doctor, 
moved his shingle a few miles down U.S. 82, 
from Starkville, Mississippi, to Tuscaloosa. It 
wasn't a decision Smith made lightly. His po- 
sition at Mississippi State was one of several 
he had coaching in the state of Mississippi 
over a period of nearly 20 years. In fact, 
Smith had only three years left until retire= 
ment, Then he could have cashed out of the 
Mississippi state retirement system and re- 
tired to a beach condo. 

But Smith, 44, isn’t ready to retire. And he'd 
revered University of Alabama football since 
he was a kid, growing up in Magee, 
Mississippi, south of Jackson. “When I 
thought of college football,” he said, “I 
thought of Alabama.” As a young coach he 
made his first trip to a coaching clinic at 
Alabama. 

Smith considered applying for a position 
last year, when Franchione was assembling 
his first Criomson Tide staff. “Last year, a 
window of opportunity opened, but I didn’t 
feel like it was the right time to leave,” Smith 
said, But this season, after the retirement of 
Ron Case, Smith felt the time was right. He 
has known Case for years, and he is a friend 
of Kenith Pope, Alabama's assistant head 
coach, Most important, Smith had heard 
good things about Franchione. 
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Melvin Smith was a successful coach in Mississippi for two decades. He is now working with Crimson 


Tide safeties, having replaced the recently-retired Ron Case. 


“Coach Fran is a special guy,” Smith said. 
“He's very organized and he has real good 
football coaches around him. I get giddy 
thinking that he selected me." 


mith has an impressive resume. He 

coached All-Southeastern Conference 

and All-America performers at State and 

he is known as a skilled recruiter. And 

Franchione believes he got a good man, as 
well as a good coach. 

Smith became enamored with football dur- 

ing high school in Magee. His playing ability 

would take him to Millsaps College in 


Barry Fikes Photo 


Jackson, It was on the football field at Magee 
that Smith met one of his first role models, a 
football coach who taught mathematics. After 
college, Smith had a goal. 

“That's what I always wanted to do, teach 
math and coach football,” Smith said. “And 
that’s what I did for eight years, When I got 
my first college job, I wasn't looking for it.” 

Smith coached at Greenwood (Mississippi) 
High School for eight years before becoming 
a graduate assistant at Delta State, coaching 
defensive backs and linebackers. 

In 1992, he moved up to the Southeastern 
Conference. He coached wide receivers for 
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three years on Billy Brewer's Ole Miss squad. 
During that time, he met Joe Lee Dunn, a de- 
fensive coach for the Rebels. 

Smith and Dunn were reunited in 
Starkville. Dunn was hired as Jackie Sherrill’s 
defensive coordinator at Mississippi State, 
and Smith followed soon after. Smith coached 
receivers for a year, before taking the reins of 
the defensive backs in 1996. 

Smith coached a swarming Mississippi State 
defense that earned recognition for its stingi- 
ness. The Bulldogs used an innovative and 
unorthodox set that frequently relied upon 
five safeties-more than 40 percent of the de- 
fense, Smith pointed out, Smith even wrote 
an article for a football coaches’ trade maga- 
zine explaining the system. 

Smith also coached his share of talented 
athletes at State. Pig Prather, Fred Smoot, 
Eric Brown and Josh Morgan racked up all- 
star honors for the Bulldogs. 


mith hopes to have more all-star defen- 

sive backs in his new role at Alabama. 

As for now, he has barely moved into his 
new digs. There are a few boxes left un- 
packed in Smith’ office in the Alabama foot- 
ball complex. 

On a table near his desk sits a family photo 

in a frame, with several snap-shots stuffed in 
the frame's comers, His daughter Ashley is a 
senior in high school. He has two sons. His 
oldest daughter and her husband are in the 
Army. 
Smith also served in the Army after gradu- 
ating from Millsaps. He was called up again 
during the Persian Gulf War and served six 
months in Saudi Arabia. 

“T got an education in college and I learned 
how to use it in the military,” Smith said. 

The discipline instilled in the military is 
sorely lacking from today’s society, Smith 
said. “You talk about discipline, attitude, 
work habits; it's good for structure. Back in 
the old days, no matter who you are or where 


you came from, you served in the military.” 

Although discipline and structure are im- 
portant, Smith insists he’s no ogre on the 
football field. Football should be fun, he said. 

“We aren't going to make things a funeral. | 
like to have a good time on the practice 
field.” 

Having fun might be difficult with the cur- 
rent state of the Alabama secondary. The Tide’ 
often-maligned defensive backs were a constant 
worry in 2001. The low-point of the season 
came against LSU, when receiver Josh Reed set 
conference records with 19 catches and 293 
yards. Rohan Davey approached a record, com- 
pleting 35 of 44 passes for 528 yards. 

But Smith said he expects great things from 
his safeties. 

“It all starts with the coach,” he said. “We're 
going to be good. I'm not going to settle for 
anything less. We'll practice hard and play 

ard.” 


Those who play in the secondary may have 
the highest profile positions on the team, 
aside from the quarterback. Fan’ eyes are al- 
ways on the defensive backs and getting beat 
can be costly-and embarrassing. 

“You've got to have a short memory to play 
in the secondary,” Smith said. “You can't 
worry about what happened yesterday. You've 
got to go through humiliation to get good. 

“They're on display all the time. It’s like if 
you cut your grass, no one knows. But if you 
don't cut your grass, everyone in the neigh- 
borhood notices.” 

Making mistakes is sometimes the only way 
to get better, he said. “There are going to be 
some days when you get shot, but you only 
stay dead for awhile,” Smith said. “You get to 
really show what you're made out of. I'm a 
confident guy. If you work hard and do it 
long enough, you'll eventually develop con- 
sistency.” 

Tide safety Waine Bacon, a walk-on who 
earned a scholarship and a starting job last 
season, said Smith reminds him of former 


2514 University Blvd. ¢ Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 


205-752-6222 ¢ 800-579-TIDE, 


dents must 


add 
9% sales 


BRYANT-DENNY STADIUM 


Coach Ron Case with his enthusiasm on the 
practice field. “Coach Smith is very similar to 
Coach Case in his aggressive attitude,” Bacon 
said. “He doesn’t coach the safeties’ feet and 
eyes. He trains them. He’ going to coach you 
to the best of your ability.” 

On-field coaching is only one of the reasons 
Smith was brought to Tuscaloosa; his prowess 
as a recruiter was another. Smith's Rolodex, 
filled with 20 years of contacts, could prove 
important to the Tide's recruiting efforts in 
Mississippi, traditionally fertile Bama recruit- 
ing ground. 

This year the bulk of Alabama's signees 
were in-state players. Others may have been 
scared away by the specter of an NCAA bowl 
ban and scholarship cuts. 

But Smith said he isn't worried by what he 
calls a “bump in the road.” 

“How many bowls are kids who will be se- 
niors next year going to miss?” he asked, 
“Probably none. If we don't go to a bowl 
game, so what? We can’t do anything about 
what has happened. I deal with the positives. 
I don't worry about the negatives.” 

He pointed to the recent announcement of 
a facilities upgrade as evidence of the endur- 
ing health of Alabama football. “Look at the 
money that's being raised for facilities im- 
provements,” Smith said. “Somebody’ got his 
eyes on the prize. There's nothing wrong with 
wanting to be the best.” 

Smith said he feels secure with Franchione 
at the helm, 

“He's got a plan, a real good plan,” Smith 
said. “He reminds me of a general. Do I need 
to say more?” 

Smith said he wants to be a part of 
Alabama's success for a long time in the fu- 
ture, The 20-year coaching veteran scoffs at 
the idea of retiring. 

“If you want to be successful, find some- 
thing that you would do for free,” he said. 
“They say everyone has a ministry. This is 
mine.” 


Place your 
order for the 
NEW Daniel 
Moore print | 
TODAY! 


Size: 13-1/2” x 39”; Regular Edition: $35.00, S&H $8.00; Framed Edition: $179.95, S&H $20.00 
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Teamwork: 


Moore, Franchione Work Together 


by J.E. Lisby 


Athletics director and head 
football coach understand 
problems and goals 


here was a time in the not-so-distant 
| past when an examination of the rela- 
tionship between athletics director 
and head football coach would have been a 
bit of a joke. Men like Paul W. Bryant, 
Robert Neyland, and Darrell Royal never 
worried about getting along with their ath- 
letics directors. That's because in those days 
successful football coaches frequently held 
the dual title: Director of Athletics and Head 
Football Coach, 

But now college football is big business 
and it takes big money. That, along with the 
rise of other sports programs, dictates ath- 
letics director being a full time job. And as 
former Florida Football Coach Steve 


Spurrier and former Indiana Basketball 
Coach Bobby Knight recently learned, even 


Athletics Director Mal Moore 
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coaching icons can end up leaving a univer- 
sity when the relationship between head 
coach and athletics director sours. 

Ivs generally accepted wisdom that at a 
high-profile school like Alabama, a fledgling, 
athletics director has no more than two-and 
maybe only one-chance when it comes to 
hiring a head football coach. A bad decision 
can result in the athletics director being 
swept out with the same broom that re- 
moves a failed coach. In the fall of 2000, Mal 
Moore faced what he knew would be a piv- 
otal decision, With Alabama football mired 
in its worst season in five decades and an 
ongoing NCAA investigation threatening the 
program's chances to improve, Moore had 
decisions to make, He fired Coach Mike 
DuBose, then began the task of finding the 
man to rebuild Bama football 

As events at Notre Dame and Georgia Tech 
have shown, filling a high-profile job—with 
accompanying high expectations-is no sim- 
ple task. Moore wanted an experienced lead- 
er and proven winner. After flirtations e! 
where, Moore had a prospect in his sights: 
Dennis Franchione of TCU. “When | was in 
search of a coach after the 2000 season, 
Coach Fran was precisely the type person I 
envisioned heading our football program,” 
Moore said. “My research produced all very 
positive results, His organizational skills and 
his work ethic were impressive. He's a very 
hard working coach, His staff responds to 
him well. Just look at his success every- 
where he had been and how his teams re- 
sponded to him in a very short period of 
time. He won at every place he's been. Texas 
Christian is a difficult school to be success- 
ful, and he was. 

During his more than 30 years as a work- 
ing coach, Moore had developed extensive 
contacts in the coaching fraternity. And 
when Franchione’s name came up, Moore 
called on such men as John David Crow, 
Gene Stallings, Larry Lacewell and Lee Roy 
Jordan. All gave Franchione sterling en- 
dorsements. After preliminary contacts con- 
firmed a mutual interest, Moore flew to 
Texas to meet with Franchione. “When I in- 
terviewed him, he fit what I expected,” 
Moore said. “He was very sure of himself, 
confident. A thing that I sensed, too, was 
that he truly wanted to be the coach at 
Alabama. He responded very positively. He 
didn’t try to bargain with me when we 
talked salary. He just said, ‘I want to be at 
Alabama.’ I think that’s important. He recog- 
nized the opportunity.” 

But it wasn’t automatic, For one thing, 
Franchione had just led TCU to a 10-1 regu- 
lar season record. The coach who had 
tured around five football programs was a 
hot commodity. He had a handful of con- 
tract offers on his desk when Moore called. 

And Franchione was also aware of 
Alabama's reputation as something of a 


closed society, fans demanding a coach from 
within “the family.” So why would the 
Kansas native who had spent most of his 
coaching career in the Midwest consider 
Alabama? “I've never been afraid to take 
over problems-providing I had help,” 
Franchione said. “In some ways an athletics 
director and head coach are tied together, | 
told Mal last_-year when he first hired me, ‘I 
hope I make you look good.’ ” 


ad a different man held the job of 
Hit director, Franchione might 

have hesitated. But he knew he could 
rely on Moore's vast ties to the Alabama 
community. Franchione said, “I think that 
was a big part of my chance for success, | 
didn’t have any Alabama ties when | was 
hired. But I did have Coach Moore with his 
Alabama background. 1 think a lot of 
Alabama fans saw it from the point of view 
that when he put his stamp of approv: 
me, then they could believe in me. He's al- 
ways helped me become acclimated. He 
helps with which people I need to get to 
know. He helps nurture those relationships 
and builds bridges for me, If he had been an 
athletics director that didn’t understand 
Alabama, then I think my transition would 


Head Football Coach Dennis Franchione 
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have been very difficult. That was a very important tie for me.” 

From the moment Franchione first stepped on campus, Moore 
made it his special responsibility to smooth the path for the coach. 
“Hopefully T've been a help to him in bridging the gap,” Moore said. 
“When you come into a new situation like this, it’s kind of a lone- 
some feeling. You don't know anybody, and yet people have great ex- 
pectations of you.” 

But apart from Moore's more than 30-year background at Alabama, 
there was another factor weighing in the Tide’s favor. Given the 
multi-million dollars associated with college athletics, its become 
common for athletics directors to have marketing and business back- 
grounds rather than coaching experience. Many prefer a modern ath- 
letics director with an MBA on his resume over one who understands 
the intricacies of a 4-3 defense. 

Not Franchione. 

“It’s really nice to work with a man who has been there on the side- 
lines, calling the plays,” Franchione said. “I always want to work for 
an AD who has been a coach. There is a trend to hire business people 
and marketers. But those type people only understand how many 
bodies are in the stands and what the revenue stream is. Other than 
‘Did you win on Saturday?’ sometimes those other type athletics di- 
rectors don’t completely understand anything.” 

Moore said, “I've been in the big games. I've been in the tough situ- 
ations that coaches are faced with. I've felt the criticisms that come 
with losses, and I have a feel for that and for them.” 


class prior to the 1958 season, Moore watched the rebuilding 

of the Bama program from the ground up. “I think I do under- 
stand what it takes to build a program,” he said. “I witnessed this 
program being built from when I first arrived. When we came in, | 
think this team had won three or four games in three years. We de- 
veloped strong beliefs in what we were doing. We changed the atti- 
tudes of the people in the state 180 degrees, from where they expect- 
ed Alabama to lose to where they expected Alabama never to lose.” 

And according to Moore, building for the long term is one thing 
Franchione and Bryant have in common. “I learned how important 
the way you think is,” Moore said. “I witnessed that first hand. How 
important it is to start with your team and build from your players. 1 
think this is something that Coach Fran is very good at.” 

The comparison to Bryant is flattering, but for many coaches it 
would be daunting to coach in the shadow of Bryant's famous tower. 
Indeed, some warned Franchione that because of Bryant, expecta- 
tions would be too high at Alabama. 

Moore had some advice. Moore said, “I told Fran and Kim (Fran- 
chione’s wife) that the most important thing when you come into a 
situation like this is to be totally yourself. At Alabama you don't have 
to work at being accepted. You will be accepted. What's important 
here is doing your job. The people will come to you and receive you. 
I think Alabama fans have done exactly that; they have been well re- 
ceived.” 

Moore continued, “I understand that all coaches are a little differ- 
ent, and what is so important is that they believe totally in what 
they're coaching. Its important that they coach the way that they be- 
lieve. That flows from the head coach through the program in all 
sports. | firmly believe that.” 

In light of reported problems at other schools where high-profile 
athletics directors attempt to micro-manage their head coaches, 
Franchione’ assessment of Moore’ style is interesting. “He's always 
been careful,” Franchione said. “In fact he’s sometimes been a little 
apprehensive to come in and say too much. And I really don’t want 
him to feel that way, because I respect his thoughts. I respect him be- 
cause he’s letting me run my program. I didn’t come here to change a 
lot of things, but every coach has to be himself. A coach can’t be 
Coach Bryant; he has to be who he is. You have to coach the way you 
coach. The great thing is Mal has never asked me to not be me.” 

Moore said, “I think that’s pretty much the way I was treated. My 
first year here as a player and right on through being a coach, we all 
understood what we needed to do, but we were not micro-managed. 
Coach Bryant let the best come out of someone.” 


} ; Be arrived as a member of Paul Bryant's first recruiting 
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the one character trait Moore has come to appreciate the most 

about his head football coach is simple courage. Rebuilding a 
program like Alabama was difficult enough, but doing so in the face 
of severe NCAA sanctions required something more. “During the in- 
terview process when I talked to him about the NCAA, he wasn’t 
daunted,” Moore said. “You sensed in him that he was not a man who 
spooked easily. His sheer calmness-he was deliberate in everything 
he said. There was no wish-wash. He said what he thought and what 
he could do.” 

Though at the time neither Moore nor Franchione knew the diffi- 
culty of the task ahead, both men understood that returning Alabama 
to its rightful place in college football would not be easy. “Coach 
Moore understands the process that a coach has to go through to 
build a program,” Franchione said. “He understands the difficulties 
of recruiting, of coaching and of handling kids. He’s been through the 
wars and the battles.” : 

Moore added; “I think now that we have a very good level of trust. 
After the NCAA news conference, I went to him to make certain that 
he didn't feel in our interview that I withheld anything. He said I cer- 
tainly didn’t, that I had told him everything 1 knew at that time. Right 
now I feel very comfortable in this job.” 

And given the NCAA-mandated uncertainty facing the Tide the 
next several years, Franchione is more than comfortable knowing 
Moore occupies the athletics director's chair. “Coach Moore doesn’t 
like losing any more than anybody else, but | think he understands 
that it will take some time,” Franchione said. “This is not a one-year 
rebuilding job. We still haven't seen the ramifications of the NCAA 
process. He understands that there are ups and downs ahead of us for 
awhile before we can settle down and stabilize. Hopefully we'll be on 
an ascension, but the key is to not let the downs be too down. Mal 
understands those things. 

“And I'm not sure | could do this job, if 1 didn’t have an athletic di- 
rector who understands.” 


Te is obvious mutual respect between the two, but perhaps 
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Capital Campaign For Athletics: 
(Liaise aia en Se 


Facilities Will Be Second To None 


by Kirk McNair 


Additions, improvements 
will cost $100 million 


labama Head Football Coach Dennis 

Franchione said, “In recent years 

there has been something of an arms 
race in college athletics facilities." And 
Alabama Athletics Director Mal Moore said, 
in effect, “Let's roll!” Moore announced a 
$100 million capital improvements cam- 
paign for Alabama’ athletics facilities, a pro- 
ject that will include the expansion of 
Bryant-Denny Stadium. 

Moore kicked off the Crimson Tradition 
drive, the first in Alabama athletics history, 
by introducing a group of 28 supporters who 
form the Crimson Tradition Committee. 
Moore, who noted that Alabama's athletics 
department has never used state funds for its 
facilities, said Alabama would raise $50 mil- 


lion from private donations and would raise 
an additional $50 million from the issuance 
of bonds. Moore said he hoped the campaign 
could be completed within five years. 

The committee, chaired by Trustee Paul W. 
Bryant, Jr., presented a check for $30 million 
to Moore, money raised within the commit- 
tee to jump-start the fund-raising campaign. 

There had been much speculation about the 
projects to be included in a new athletics capi- 
tal improvements plan, and that speculation 
generally did not include expansion of Bryant- 
Denny Stadium. However, previous expan- 
sions and renovations were extraordinarily 
successful and there is a long waiting list for 
premium seating in the stadium. While plans 
are not finalized, the renovation and expansion 
will include sky-boxes, chairback seating, and 
a club level for some 2,000 with a dining area. 

Although precise figures will not be avail- 
able until architectural plans are finalized, it 
is expected that the capacity of Bryant- 
Denny Stadium will be raised from its cur- 
rent 83,818 to between 90,000 and 92,000. 

Also at_ the north end, a plaza area will be 
developed from University Boulevard to the 
stadium, 


Entranceway From Bryant Drive 


Incidentally, the drawings of Bryant-Denny 
Stadium used in the announcement presenta- 
tion are not likely to resemble the final prod- 
uct. 

Moore said, “When we first planned this 
facilities upgrade, we didn't intend to include 
the expansion of Bryant-Denny Stadium, 
Almost at the last minute, we decided to put 
the Bryant-Denny expansion in this project. 
There was no time to get a rendering done. 
We had been to Texas A&M and liked what 
they did in their end zone with sky-boxes, a 
club level, and regular seating. Our architect 
is the same one who did the Texas A&M ad- 
dition. 1 called Wally Groff, the athletics di- 
rector at Texas A&M, and told him our 
dilemma and asked if we could use the Texas 
A&M drawings just to have something to il- 
lustrate our plans. He didn’t hesitate in giv- 
ing us permission, | wouldn't have used 
those drawings without his permission, 
Obviously, that is not what our stadium will 
look like when its finished, but we wanted to 
have something similar to what we are going 
to do to show at the press conference.” 

Heery International, Inc., an Atlanta firm 
which spear-headed the west and east side 
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expansions of Bryant-Denny Stadium, has 
been retained to continue the development 
of the athletics facilities. PH&J Architects, 
Inc., of Montgomery has assisted in the de- 
velopment of the master plan. 


he Alabama Football Complex will 
T= be expanded and renovated. The 
building, now 17 years old, will in- 
clude an addition housing a 22,000-square 
foot weight room. There will also be renovat- 
ed dressing rooms, a new squad room and 
recruiting center, and additional office space. 
The current weight room will be converted 
into an expanded (by three times) and mod- 
emnized training room and rehabilitation cen- 
ter. The complex will also have a new lobby 
and reception area on the first floor. Ground- 
breaking on this project should come this 
fall. 
Coleman Coliseum is also in for a major 
upgrade, primarily in the addition of a two- 
story lobby area. There will be new offices. 


esate 


Bryant-Denny Stadium 


Tide Pride and the Athletics Ticket Office 
will be combined in first floor offices. The 
President's Lounge will be expanded and will 
be used as a recruiting area. Both the weight 
room and the training room will be expand- 
ed. Improvements will be made in the con- 
course and seating areas as well. 

The program has already begun to the ex- 
tent that one aspect of the improvements 
campaign was replacing the artificial turf in 
the Hank Crisp Indoor Building. That prac- 
tice area was originally Astroturf and has 
now been upgraded with the grass-like 
AstroPlay surface that Alabama's football 
team played on in the Independence Bowl at 
the end of last season. 

The first major facility upgrade will be 
converting Bryant Hall into an academic sup- 
port center for all student-athletes. Bryant 


Hall, which is now empty, was the home of 
Alabama football and basketball players be- 
fore the NCAA did away with athletics dor- 
mitories. Moore said plans call for the facility 
to be “the finest academics center for athletes 
in the country.” The building will include a 
computer lab, reading lab, writing lab, lec- 
ture rooms, and classrooms. 

A new wing will be added to the building 
to serve as a dormitory for freshman and 
sophomore football players. NCAA rules 
allow housing athletes together in a dorm 
provided more than 50 per cent of the occu- 
pants are students not associated with the 
athletics department. Alabama's College of 
Engineering will utilize the majority of hous- 
ing in the new addition. Additionally, the en- 
gineering students living in the facility will 
have use of the academic support center. 


The new Bryant-Hall will also have a din- 
ing facility available to all students. 

‘A new soccer stadium, seating approxi- 
mately 2,000, will be built around the cur- 
rent soccer field. A new tennis complex with 
12 courts — six for the men’s team and six 
for the women’s team — will be build in the 
area near the Student Recreation Center. A 
pavilion between the soccer and tennis facili- 
ties will provide locker rooms for Alabama’s 
teams and visiting teams. When the tennis 
facility is complete, the current tennis stadi- 
um will be demolished. Part of that space 
will be used to extend two football practice 
fields to 100 yards. Those fields had to be re- 
duced to just under 100 yards when the 
Hank Crisp Indoor Building was construct- 
ed. The demolition of the tennis stadium 
will also provide additional parking in the 


Football And Engineering To Benefit At Bryant Hall 


ital improvements campaign for Alabama’s athletics facilities of 
particular interest is the handshake of the Crimson Tide athlet- 
ics program with The University’ College of Engineering. 

An irony is that while Alabama's football program is one of the na- 
tion’s best-known, The Capstone’s College of Engineering is known 
primarily to scholars and is overlooked by many even in this state. 
Indeed, Alabama's College of Engineering, the fourth-oldest engineer- 
ing college in America, is also one of the nation’s best. 

The addition of a new Bryant Hall dormitory wing to house 120 stu- 
dents will be home to Alabama’ freshman and sophomore football play- 
ers. When the NCAA decided several years ago that schools with athletic 
dormitories had an advantage and did away with them, it was agreed 
that athletes could be housed together, but only if more than 50 per cent 
of the housing space was occupied by those not affiliated with the athlet- 
ics department. Thus, Alabama will be able to place up to 59 football 
players in the new dormitory, while at least 61 must be non-athletes. 

Dr, Timothy J. Greene, the dean of the College of Engineering, said 
the idea to put engineering students in the same dorm with football 
players was the idea of University President Dr. Andrew Sorensen. 

“It makes very good sense,” Greene said. “Coach Fran has a very 
busy schedule for his athletes. They have practice and weight training 
and meetings and classes and tutoring. Time management is critical. 
For our engineers, there are full class schedules plus considerable lab 


O: aspect of the announcement of Alabama’s $100 million cap- 


work, and time management is critical. So we have two very busy] 
groups.” 

There are also tangible benefits for the engineering students. “For| 
one thing,” Greene said, “this is going to be the best housing on cam- 
pus. But there’s also the prestige of being able to go out and recruit] 
engineering students and say, ‘If you are one of the best students, you 
will have the opportunity to live in Bryant Hall. Your roommate may 
be the next Shain Alexander.’ We'll get students here who have better| 
scholarship offers elsewhere. It’s a wonderful recruiting tool for the| 
College of Engineering.” 

Additionally, Greene said, it makes good use of University facilities. 
“There will be two rooms that can be used for football team meetings 
and also used for engineering classes. There will be a suite there. 
When we have a prospective faculty candidate in for an interview, he 
will be housed in Bryant Hall, and that will be a help in recruiting| 
top-flight professors. We often have visiting professors or a president 
of a corporation for lectures, and they can stay in Bryant Hall.” 

And Bama football players will get more out of it than just learning} 
the proper way in which to wear a pocket protector. Greene said it is 
his hope that engineering students will have the opportunity to serve| 
as tutors for the players. 

“Is exactly what everyone is always looking for,” Greene said. “It’s a} 
win for the football program and a win for the College off 
Engineering,” Kirk McNair 
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Football Building With Weightroom Added 


Coleman Coliseum and Sewell-Thomas 
Baseball Stadium area. 

‘A new entranceway from Bryant Drive will 
be constructed over the drive into the athlet- 
ics complex, 


oore has been working on the pro- 
ject since becoming athletics direc- 
tor. He said, “It is my responsibility 


to provide facilities for our coaches and stu- 
dent-athletes that will enable them to com- 
pete for championships on the conference 
and national level.” 

Moore said, “Our fans have repeatedly 
asked, ‘What can we do to help?” The way to 
help is to join with this committee to make 
our facilities not just superb ones, but the 
very best in America.” Moore praised Alabama 


Coleman Coliseum 
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fans, who, he noted, have been renewing their 
pledges for tickets ata record rate. 

Moore said that he hoped the addition to 
the Football Complex could begin soon. He 
said the work at Coleman Coliseum would 
be complicated by the fact that several sports 
use the building so there is no “down time.” 

Alabama officials and architects looked at 
facilities at a number of schools, including 
Texas A&M, Texas, North Carolina, and 
Arkansas. 

Franchione has been a part of capital cam- 
paigns for athletics facilities in previous jobs, 
and he recognizes the importance of facilities 
to a college sports program. He said, “I am 
really excited about the additions and im- 
provements to our facilities. And | appreciate 
the pace of the project. Today is a tremen- 
dously positive day for University of 
Alabama athletics. The fact that $30 million 
was raised before the announcement shows 
the strength of the compassion people have 
for The University of Alabama. It makes a 
great statement about where we are going.” 


ball coach, underwrote the most recent 
expansion and renovation of Bryant- 
Denny Stadium. The chairman of the 
Crimson Tradition Committee said, “We are 
ata crucial stage in our history where we 
must not only appreciate the accomplish- 
ments of all those who have created a tradi- 
tion of excellence, but where we join togeth- 
er and generate an environment where our 
current and future coaches are provided fa- 
cilities that will help them recruit quality 
student-athletes to our campus.” 
Bryant added, “I want to commend Mal 
Moore for taking the initiative to push for 


Be": the son of Alabama's famed foot- 
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this campaign that will help all the sports 
teams at The University. His dedication to the 
entire University, to all the respective coaches 
and teams, and our alumni and fans has been 
unwavering. 

“As a team we are ready to move forward 
and make The University of Alabama 
Athletics Complex a model that others will 
want to emulate.” 

Joe Kelley, former Alabama football quarter- 
back and baseball pitcher, spoke for the com- 
mittee. Kelley, who now lives in Nashville, 
said, “We all care deeply about The University 
of Alabama. We are all committed to achiev- 
ing the goals...of building the finest athletics 
facilities anywhere in the country. These facil- 
ities will support our student-athletes in their 
academic and athletic endeavors. We believe 
excellence on the field and in the classroom 
are not mutually exclusive.” 

Kelley added the committee has a “love for 
this University and our firm commitment: we 
want our athletics program to be second to 
none in scholarship, victories, character, and 
integrity...We believe the best and brightest 
days for Alabama athletics are ahead of us.” 

Other members of the committee are Owen 
W. Aronov of Montgomery, former Tide player 
Randy Billingsley of Mobile, S.T. “Sonny” 
Bunn of Tuscaloosa, Terry Bunn of Tuscaloosa, 
Angus Cooper, II of Mobile, Gary Neill 
Drummond of Birmingham, Elise Durbin of 
Birmingham, Melissa Durbin of Birmingham, 
William E. Ezell of Fairhope, Wayne H. Gillis 
of Birmingham, John J. McMahon, Jr., of 
Birmingham, former Tide player and assistant 
coach Robert W. “Bud” Moore of Catherine, 
former Bama player Ozzie Newsome of 
Baltimore, Maryland, Thomas L. Patterson of 
Birmingham, Johnny Plott of Tuscaloosa, 
Farid Rafiee of Huntsville, Ambassador 
Joseph M. Rodgers of Nashville, Richard 
Scrushy of Birmingham, Britt Sexton of 
Decatur, former Alabama quarterback Bart 
Starr of Birmingham, Ted Taylor of Prattville, 
Michael D. Thompson of Birmingham, 
Stanley Verciglio of Birmingham, Duncan 
Williams of Memphis, and James W. Wilson, 
II of Montgomery. 


Soccer Stadium and Tennis Stadium 
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NCAA Gymnastics Championships: 


Tide Goes For Fourth NCAA Title 


by Andrew Varble II 


Alabama will have the advantage of the home floor with the NCAA meet in Tuscaloosa 


before the season started. This would 

be a typical Alabama team. It would be 
good at the beginning of the year and would 
have a chance to be very good by the time 
the championships season rolled around. 
The Tide would not rush things, but would 
build week by week until all the skills were 
out on the floor, In other words, the team 
that challenged for the Tide's fourth NCAA 
Championship in April would be far differ- 
ent than the one that started the season at 
the Super Six Challenge. 

Why would Patterson, who is in her 24th 
season leading the Tide, need to announce 
that the 2002 squad would be typical 
Alabama? Because the last two seasons had 
been atypical. In 2000 and 2001, Alabama 
got out of the gate fast and maintained a 
level of excellence throughout the season. 
This year, though, things would have to be 
different, Alabama came out of last season 
with top performers nursing a variety of in- 
juries that would make a gradual start im- 
perative. 

Of course this is still Alabama, one of the 
legendary programs in the annals of colle- 
giate athletics. Since making it to the NCAA 
Championships for the first time in 1983, 


S** Patterson said it loud and clear 


NCAA Tickets 


Tickets for this year's NCAA Gymnastics 
Championships, April 18-20 at Coleman 
Coliseum, are available through the 
Alabama Ticket Office (205.348.BAMA) or 
online at www.rolltide.com 


jabama has been in the top 10 every year 
and finished out of the top five only twice. 
The Tide has won the NCAA Championship 
three times and finished in the top three an 
amazing 12 times. So even while building its 
depth and its skill level throughout the sea- 
son, the Tide was fourth in the preseason 
poll (with two first place votes) and quickly 
moved up to third, and then to number two, 
where Bama spent the last four weeks of the 
regular season. 

The Pattersons, Sarah and her husband/as- 
sistant coach David, had perhaps their most 
fluid lineup ever. The Tide used between 
eight and nine gymnasts on the vault, un- 
even bars and balance beam during the reg- 
ular season and an astonishing 11 different 
competitors went on the floor exercise. 

“There have been years when we've had 
seven gymnasts on an event period and the 
only decision has been who was going sixth 
and who was going exhibition,” David 


Now in 
True 


Crimson 


Our popular “Elephant 
Shirt” is now available 
in True Crimson (not 
shown), as well as 
Red, White, Heather 
100% Cotton 
Short-Sleeve Knit 
IM-XXL 

$37° 


plus tax, shipping 
Call Toll Free 


The Locker Room 
1-800-749-0992 


1218 University Boulevard 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 


OFFICIAL ALABAMA BLAZER NOW AVAILABLE! 
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Patterson said. “This year we have a lot of 
choices and that’s good. Everybody is push- 
ing for a spot in the lineup, no body is rest- 
ing on her laurels. They can’t or they'd be 
watching from the sidelines.” 


he result of Alabama's unprecedented 

| depth and talent carries an extra ben- 

efit this season. Not only will Bama 

have a chance to win NCAA Championship 

title number four, it will have that chance at 

home in the friendly confines of Coleman 

Coliseum, April 18-20, For the third time 

since 1991, The University of Alabama and 

the City of Tuscaloosa will play host to the 
national championship meet. 

“It is a rare opportunity for an athlete to 
compete for an NCAA title on her home 
floor,” Sarah Patterson said. “Having hosted 
twice before, we know how special it is and 
we try to make sure that every athlete who 
comes through our program has the oppor- 
tunity to experience it at least once during 
her career.” 

Alabama has made the most of its hosting 
opportunities, winning the 1991 and 1996 
championships in Coleman Coliseum. A 
hometown three-peat is certainly the goal, 
but competition hasn't gotten any easier 
since the Tide beat out runner-up UCLA in 
1996. UCLA comes into this meet as the 
two-time defending champions. With five 
Olympians and the 2001 NCAA all-around 
champion on its roster, a third straight title 
is certainly on the minds of the Bruins. The 
Tide's archrival, Georgia, is also a strong 
contender, along with Utah, Michigan, 
Nebraska and Florida. 

“Every year our goal is the same,” 
Patterson said. “Every year we strive to be 
on the floor for the last night of the NCAA 
Championships with a chance to win. If we 
can do that, then anything can happen.” 

Patterson is quick to point out that while 
UCLA is loaded with international caliber 
talent, Alabama was not the most talented 
team on the floor of the 1988, 1991 or 1996 
championships and all three years ended 
with the Tide on top. 


his Alabama squad is battle-tested, 
Ties facing other teams such as 
UCLA (twice), Georgia (four times) 
and Nebraska, and from facing each other 


each day in practice and striving for one of 
six spots in the lineup. 
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Senior Andreé Pickens and freshman 
Michelle Reeser weren't part of the Tide’ in- 
ternal competition in the fall since both ath- 
letes were recovering from torn Achilles ten- 
dons. Both worked extremely hard in reha- 
bilitation to make sure they were ready for 
the season, but the coaches were taking no 
chances. 

“It was hard to hold them back,” Patterson 
said. “Especially Andreé. When the doctors 
told her that her injury had a nine- to 12- 
month recovery period, she told them that 
she didn’t have that kind of time. She 
worked extremely hard and at times our 
biggest challenge was holding her back be- 
cause she wanted so badly to be out there 
helping her team.” 

Pickens was in the vault, beam and bars 
lineup by the first week of the season. She 
longed to be in the floor exercise lineup, but 
the coaches held her back until the last three 
meets of the season. Even then, she was lim- 
ited to exhibitions in two of those meets. 

“1 knew what Andreé could do as a com- 
petitor and an athlete,” Patterson said. “It 
was more important for me to limit the 
pounding on her body as much as I could 
Three years of experience with Andreé told 
me that she wouldn't take long to acclimate 
to the floor exercise.” 

It took Pickens practically no time to return 
to form on the other three events. She scored 
9.925s on the vault and the uneven bars in 
the season's opening meet and never looked 
back. Going into the post-season she is the 
nation’s number one-ranked vaulter and is 
ranked in the top 10 on both bars and beam. 

Reeser, who tore her Achilles during her 
senior year in high school, along with her 
freshman classmates, Alexis Brion and 
Shannon Hrozek, had an eye-opening expe- 
rience at the Super Six Challenge. 

“When we opened the season, the fresh- 
men weren't really sure what to expect,” 
Patterson said. “But I think they came back 
from the Super Six Challenge knowing that 
they wanted to be a part of this and that 
more than that, they wanted to contribute.” 

Hrozek and Brion both competed in one 
event that first meet while Reeser joined the 
lineup three weeks later against Nebraska. 
All three have made an impact for the Tide, 
especially on the floor exercise. All three 
made their Tide debuts on the floor with a 
9.9 or better score and against Auburn at 
midseason, the rookie trio swept the top 
three spots on the floor exercise. 

Reeser, with her impish grin and powerful 
tumbling, quickly became a crowd favorite 
Since the first meet, Brion has been spectac- 
ular on the floor. She was ranked third on 
the floor exercise going into the post-season 
on the strength of a flurry of high flying, 
9.95-scoring routines that came from mid- 
season on. Brion also added the vault to her 
list of duties toward the end of the season. 
Hrozek, who competed on the uneven bars 
alone at the Super Six Challenge, was quick- 
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== Whatis 
Coach Don Gambril 
doing now that he is retired? 
Join Don on a Photographic or Hunting Safari to South Africa! 


the widife of the world famous Kruger National Park, 


‘Garden Route and experience a sunset over 
the most beautiful city in the world, Cape Town 
‘on one of our custom photographic Safaris’. 


Ifyour interestis a Hunting Safari, do not hesitate to call us for the hunt of a lifetime. 
You will hunt out of the best camps and hunting areas South Africa has to offer. 
Ideal for families and groups. 


* Reasonable Rates * Personalized Photo Tours 


Call Don Gambril: (205) 752-3806 
Email: dgambril@aol.com 
Or 


Wes Hixon's Outdoor 
Adventures and Travel Inc. 


Wes Hixon (706) 657-3527 
or 1-800-550-5125 

E-Mail Address: 
weshixon@weshixon.com 
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ly up to three events and just past midsea- 
son was in the all-around. She won the all- 
around in her first two outings. 


hile there were steps forward 
every week, one misstep sidelined 
junior Kristin Sterner for a stretch 


of meets in the middle of the season. 
Sterner, who had gone all-around every 
week to that point in the season, sprained 
her ankle while vaulting during the Tide's 
meet against Auburn in February. 

“L was going to take Kristin out of the line- 
up that day anyway to give her a rest,” 
Patterson said. “Little did 1 know it was 
going to be sooner than I planned. Gymnas- 
tics is different from say football or basket- 
ball where a sprained ankle can be taped up 
and an athlete can play on. In gymnastics if 
you can't go at full speed, its not just a mat- 
ter of missing baskets or not making blocks; 
you could land on your head. | know what 
Kristin can do, and I know how she handles 
pressure, As far as I was concerned, as long 
as she was back by the championship season, 
that’s all that mattered.” 

Sterner started working her way back into 
the lineup earlier than that though, seeing lim- 
ited action in the Tides second meeting with 
the Tigers on March 1, and should be back to 
full speed by the NCAA Champion-ships. 

Another staple of the Pattersons’ program 
is that gymnasts get better not just through- 
out their season, but throughout their ca- 
reers. Case in point, senior Raegan Tomasek 
posted career best marks on the uneven bars 
and the floor exercise this season. Her mix 
of power, grace and inspired music choices 
have made her floor routine must-see enter- 
tainment 

Senior Alexa Martinez, who had to over- 
come two knee injuries in her first two sea- 
sons, has also been having a career year. She 
has already matched her best mark on the 
floor exercise and bettered her career mark 
on the uneven bars. She has competed in all 
four events during the season, seeing regular 
action on the beam and floor. 

Senior Natalie Barrington, a four-year 
standout on the uneven bars, has been a reg- 
ular in the Tides beam lineup this season and 
has competed floor as well. Senior Whitney 
Morgan has continued to work in the uneven 
bars lineup, while junior Sara Scarborough, a 
vault specialist last season, is ready to again 
provide quality depth in that event. 

The Tide’s sophomore class can be spotted 
throughout the lineup. Jeana Rice has again 
gone all-around this season. She has posted 
career best marks on the vault and the bal- 
ance beam. Twin sisters Erin and Lauren 
Holdefer have both been staples of the Tide's 
vault lineup while Lauren has also seen ac- 
tion on the floor. Stephanie Kite, a floor spe- 
cialist last season, has worked her way into 
the Tide’s vault lineup as well this year. 
Tiffany Byrd, whose first competitive outing 
last season was the NCAA Championships 
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Andreé Pickens was injured at the end of her junior season, but has battled back and will be among 
the leaders of Alabama’s national championship quest. In Bama’s final dual meet, a win over number 
one UCLA, Pickens set an Alabama record in winning all-around with 39.85, including a 10 on vault. 

Barry Fikes Photo 


on the balance beam has been a regular in 
the Tides beam and bars lineup in year two. 
Though not yet in the lineup, Helen Burgin 
has been training hard to provide quality 
depth on the vault and floor. 

With the regular season behind them and 
a deep, and talented team standing ready, 
the really big challenges lie ahead. As one of 
the nation’s top teams, the Tide will be seed- 
ed into one of six regional championships 
on April 6. To advance to the NCAA Cham- 


pionships, a team must finish in the top two 
at a regional. Alabama could end up as far 
away as Arizona State or Oregon State, but 
odds are better that the Tide will land at 
LSU, West Virginia or Penn State. 

And then it’s back home to The Capstone, 
where, on the final night, with the nation’s 
best six teams on the floor, Alabama will be 
looking to catch lightning in a bottle once 
again and raise yet another banner to the 
rafters. 
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Basketball Recruiting: 


It May Be That All Work Is Done 


by Kirk McNair 


Early signees had good seasons; 
recruiting focus now may be on 2002-03 


t work trying to find and sign high school senior and junior 

college sophomore prospects. While most recruiting is now 
completed in the early signing period in November, a late signing pe- 
riod begins in April when winter and spring sports can pick up new 
signees. 

It is possible that Alabama Head Men's Basketball Coach Mark 
Goutried and his staff are trying to find another signee, but it is more 
likely that the work being done in this recruiting period is for the fu- 
ture, an evaluation of upcoming high school seniors. Alabama added 
three new players in the early signing period and there is not much 
wiggle room in the 13-scholarship limit for the Crimson Tide 

That is not to say that Alabama would not nab another if the opportuni- 
ty for the right young man presented itself. As Gottfried and other coach- 
es have often pointed out, the scholarship limit rarely presents a problem 
If Gottfried could find and sign a player he thought would help Bama, he 
would take the player. “It always works out,” Gottfried said. He has told 
the story of having only seven returning players at Murray State one year. 
That recruiting season Gottfried signed 11 players. While that would 
seem to be five over the limit, Gottfried said, “It worked itself out.” 

Academics, transfers, injuries, graduation, and early departure for 
professional basketball are among the factors that can reduce a squad 
in the off-season, And that doesn't include simple loss of interest, 


7 “a is the time when many college basketball coaches are hard 
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which also occurs. 

Gottfried gives no hint as to how Alabama will get from an appar- 
ent 14 on scholarship to only 13 by next August when school begins, 
but insists he is not concerned. 

And, most evidence to the contrary, there are whispers of Bama 
looking at junior college transfers for the upcoming signing period. 
The most talked-about potential prospect is inside player Gabe 
Kennedy of Bevill State in Jasper. Kennedy was a high school team- 
mate of Bama guard Antoine Pettway at Wilcox-Central in Camden 
and isa junior college teammate of Tide signee Emmett Thomas. 

owever, best evidence is that Alabama's men's basketball re- 
H ruiting is finished for this year. There are a number of good 

reasons for that in addition to the numbers, One, the Tide 
staff is quite pleased with the three signees. Two, there are some top 
players coming along in Alabama and surrounding states next year. 

vis, a 6-9, 240-pound inside player at Selma Southside, had 

an exceptional senior season, The future Tider was named to The 
Birmingham News Super All-State team as he led his team to a 23-3 
record. Davis averaged 22 points, 12 rebounds, 7 blocked shots, and 3 
assists per game. Additionally, he is on track to graduate with a 3.95 
grade point average. 
van Brock, 6-9 (and said to be still growing) and a slim 190, be- 
came the second all-time leading scorer at Lassiter High School in 
Roswell, Georgia. He finished his career with 1,189 points. He aver- 
aged 18.2 points and 11.1 rebounds per game as a senior after having 
averaged 15 points and 10 rebounds per game as a junior, Brock, who 
plays outside as well as inside, also averaged 3.7 assists and 2.0 
blocks per game this past season. He was all-county, honorable men- 
tion all-state, and selected for the Georgia North-South All-Star 
Game. He's the son of a former Harlem Globetrotter. 

Emmett Thomas, who was an all-state player at John Carroll in 
Birmingham a couple of years ago, then went to South Alabama, and 
transferred prior to this season to Bevill State in Jasper. This year the 
6-5, 205-pound wing player helped his team to a 20-9 record as he 
averaged 19 points, 9 rebounds and 5 assists per game. He shot 58 
per cent from the field, including 44 per cent on three-point shots, 
and 75 per cent on free throws. He was all-region and named to the 
region all-tournament team. 

Bama also signed another junior college player in the early period last 
winter, but Rodney Bias, a 6-9 star at Shelton State in Tuscaloosa, did 
not complete his academic requirements and will not be joining the 
Tide. 


‘omen'’s Coach Rick Moody could be pleased with his deci- 

W sion to sign 5-9 wing guard Kate Mastin of Boaz in the 

early period. Mastin was named Miss Basketball by the 

labama Sports Writers Association as she led her team to a 32-3 

record. She was also all-state as a junior in leading her team to the 
state championship. 

As a senior she averaged 18.6 points per game and was considered 

one of the state’s best defensive players. She was named Alabama 

Player of the Year by The Birmingham New 


the next two years, at least. There’ a very good class of upcoming se- 
niors and the upcoming junior class is likely to include at least two 
national prospects, including 6-8 D.J. White of Tuscaloosa Hillcrest. 
Among next year's prospects will be 6-9 James Lang of Birmingham 
Central Park Christian, 6-6 Justin Jonus of Douglas, 6-4 Jai Miller of 
Selma, and 6-1 Kindarius Pelton of Goshen. 
Additionally, Bama has been mentioned with 6-8 Travis Outlaw of 
Starkville, Mississippi, and 6-9 Chris Richard of Lakeland (Florida) 
Kathleen 


I should be a good year for men’s basketball recruiting in Alabama 
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Football Recruiting: 


Building Of Bama Never Ends_ 


by James Edwards 


Tide gets a final signee, 
looks ahead to next year, 
expects fall walk-ons 


ecruiting, the coach's adage has it 
R« shaving: If you don't do it every 

lay, you're a bum, And that may ex- 
plain how Alabama Head Football Coach 
Dennis Franchione and his staff were piling 
up commitments for the February, 2003, 
signing date even before 2002 recruiting had 
been completed. Additionally, a number of 
players have announced plans to walk on 
with the Crimson Tide next year. 

The final piece of this year’s recruiting puz- 
zle fell into place in late February, a few 
weeks after Signing Day. But even that had a 
bit of mystery about it. That's because while 
Derrick Pope told the media that he had 
signed with Alabama, the official announce- 
ment from The University was not immedi- 
ately forthcoming. The reason for that 
Alabama cannot announce a signee until the 
official paperwork is received, Derrick signed 
his scholarship papers in Kansas. They were 
then forwarded to his mother in Galveston, 
Texas. Finally, UPS delivered the package 
with the signed documents, and Derrick 
Pope became, officially, an Alabama signee, 
the 20th, (Bama will be able to bring in only 
17 new players on scholarship because of 
self-imposed penalties for NCAA violations.) 

Derrick was evaluating his opportunities 
for a week or so after signing day, still con- 
sidering Arkansas, Florida, and Michigan 
State, as well as Alabama. When he made his 
announcement he noted that he was aware 
that current NCAA penalties include loss of 
bowl games for Bama for the next two years. 
But he said after looking at other programs, 
he came back to, “It’s still Alabama football.” 

Pope is a 6-0, 223-pound linebacker who 
has been clocked at 4.5 seconds in the 40- 
yard dash. He starred at Ball High School in 
Galveston and was heavily recruited by 
many national powers. He started his college 
career at Garden City Community College 
in Kansas, where he was an all-star. 

At Garden City he had 121 tackles, 17 
sacks, one interception, and two fumble re- 
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Justin Moon 


coveries (both returned for touchdowns, 42 
and 56 yards) as a freshman. He also led his 
team to a runner-up finish in the Junior 


College Championship game. His sopho- 
more year he had 110 tackles, seven sacks, 
and 16 tackles for loss in 11 games. He was 
the Junior College Defensive Player of the 
Year after his sophomore season. He has a 
33-inch vertical jump, benches 405, and 
squats 555, 

He is the nephew of Alabama Assistant 
Head Coach Kenith Pope. 


labama hosted a large number of up- 
Az high school senior football 
players during the Crimson Tide's 
95-82 romp over Tennessee in basketball ac- 
tion at Coleman Coliseum on February 16. 
And despite Alabama's well-publicized 
NCAA penalties, it appears Coach Fran- 
chione and his staff had a successful day as 
the prep juniors made unofficial visits, Fran- 
chione has said he intends to get early com- 
mitments, and he got at least five within a 
week. 
‘Two of those were announced earlier, Both 
DJ. Chambers (6-0, 180) of Highland Home 


1995 Alabama vs. Vanderbilt 
1973 Alabama vs. Florida 

1972 Alabama vs. Duke 

1971 Alabama ys. Florida 

1970 Alabama vs. Virginia Tech 
1969 Alabama vs. Clemson 
1969 Alabama ys. Virginia Tech 
1967 Alabama vs. Vanderbilt 
1965 Alabama vs. Vanderbilt 


Wanted To Buy 
Alabama Football Memorabilia 


¢ Game Programs: Any Alabama-Auburn program 1970 and before 
Any Alabama-iennessee program 1956 and before 
Also 


* Media Guides: Any Alabama football media guide 1961 or before 
¢ Team Autographed Footballs/Ticket Stubs/Bowl Game Programs 
¢ Autographed Photos/Sports Pages/Newspaper Clippings 


Call: (901) 759-1877 (Daytime) 
(901) 683-9485 (Evenings & Weekends) 
FAX (901) 757-5535 
lam a collector, not a dealer, so I can pay higher prices. Please 
check with me before selling your Alabama Football Memorabilia. 


1963 Alabama vs. Miss. State 
1961 Alabama vs. Tulane 

1960 Alabama vs. Tulane 
1960 Alabama vs. Miss. State 
1959 Alabama vs. Houston 
1959 Alabama vs. Memphis St. 
1958 Alabama vs. LSU 

1958 Alabama vs. Miss. State 
1958 Alabama vs. Memphis St 
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Name Pos 
Brad Acton Defensive End 
Greer Barnett Tight End 


Pedro Bennett Defensive Tackle 


Lloyd Blevins ‘Tight End-Defensive End 
Eric Brock Cornerback 
Brett Byford Offensive Guard 
Matt Caddell Wide Receiver 
Charles Campbell Running Back 
Tim Castille Running Back-Wide Receiver 


Wide Receiver 
Fullback-Linebacker 


Chad Jackson 
Daniel Jackson 


Michael Jamar Linebacker 
Terrance Jones Linebacker 
jason Jude Tailback-Linebacker 
“Mario Lane Defensive End 
Dewayne Laton Defensive Lineman 
[Dominic Lee Defensive Tackle 
/LeRon McClain Fullback 
Irvin McGuire Center 
Keley MeKissic Athlete 


Offensive Lineman. 
Wide Receiver 


Justin Moon 
Kevin Owens 


Bric Packer Running Back 
Cole Peace Quarterback 
jake Peek Athlete 
‘Tyrone Prothro Cornerback 
justin Ray Cornerback 
Carlton Rice Linebacker 
William Roach Athlete 
jamarcus Russell Quarterback 
Melvin Scott Linebacker 
Aaron Sears Offensive Lineman 
layson Swain Wide Receiver 


Mitchell Thomas Running Back-Linebacker 
jake Tompkins Quarterback 
Adam Truitt Offensive Lineman 
Corey White _Linebacker-Defensive Back 


Committed to Alabama 


*DJ. Chambers Athlete 
[Will Denniston Defensive End 
Tez Doolittle Defensive End 
Mizraim Fairley Linebacker 
*Chris Felder Athlete 5: 
Edwin Foster Fullback 
Durrell Fuqua Running Back 
Eric Gray Strong Safety-Running Back 
Chris Gunter Linebacker 
Clay Harrelson Quarterback 
Labrose Hedgeman Defensive Back 
Michael Hill Tight End-Defensive Lineman 


2003 Alabama High Schaal Football Prospects 


Hgt Wgt Hometown/High School 
6-4 230 BirminghanyBriarwood Christian 
6-3 215 Mountain Brook 
6-4 310 Montgomery/Robert E. Lee 
6-5 220 Birmingham/Wenonah 
6-1 185 Alexander City/Benjamin Russell 
6-4 275 Hartselle 
5-11 170 McCalla/McAdory 
6-2 220 Mobile/B.C. Rain 
5-11 220 Birmingham/Briarwood Christian 
6-0 180 Highland Home 
6-3 210 Mobile/UMS Wright 
6-3 250 Opelika/Opelika 
6-2 205 Daphne/Daphne 
5-11 165 Thomasville 
6-1 235 Centreville/Bibb County 
5-11 170 Russellville/Russellville 
5-11 190 Trinity/West Morgan 
6-2 225 Phenix City/Central 
6-2 185 Alexander City/Benjamin Russell 
5-11 180 Hoover/Hoover 
62 260 Smiths/Smiths Station 
6-2 205 Hoover/Hoover 
6-0 225 Jackson/Jackson 
6-1 220 Huntsville/Butler 
6-1 201 Northport/Tuscaloosa County 
6-0 220 Athens/Athens 
6-5 240 Montgomery/Carver 
6-2 235 Birmingham/Shades Valley 
6-4 295 Birmingham/Huffman 
6-1 230 Northporl/Tuscaloosa County 
6-1 260 Huntsville/Johnson 
6-1 196 Phenix City/Central 
6-6 290 Guntersville/Guntersville 
6-1 160 Northport/Tuscaloosa County 
5-9 184 Camden/Wilcox-Central 
6-2 210 Cedar Bluff/Cedar Bluff 
6-3 195 Crossville/Crossville 
5-10 170 Heflin/Cleburne County 
5-9 185 Hoover/Hoover 
6-1 200 Huntsville/Johnson 
6-1 190 Killen/Brooks 
6-5 204 Mobile/Williamson 
6-3 260 Troy/Charles Henderson 
6-4 290 Russellville/Russellville 
6-2 200 Huntsville/Grissom 
6-3 210 Smiths/Smiths Station 
6-2 200 Russellville/Russellville 
6-3 260 Hoover/Hoover 
6-1 210 Bessemer/Jess Lanier 


and Chris Felder (5-11, 170) of Thomasville 
are prep quarterbacks who project as either 
defensive backs or wide receivers in college. 

The three latest to announce their inten- 
tions of signing with Alabama next February 
are: 

Mario Lane, a 6-5, 250-pound tight end 
from Carver High School in Montgomery; 
Eric Packer, a 5-9, 184-pound running back 
from Wilcox-Central in Camden; and Justin 
Moon, a 6-6, 295-pound offensive tackle 
from Guntersville. 

Lane is a three-sport athlete who stars in 
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basketball and as a baseball pitcher, as well 
as in football. He plays both tight end and 
defensive end and was recruited for both of- 
fense and defense. As a junior he had 36 re- 
ceptions for 960 yards, 26.7 yards per catch, 
and turned in 95 tackles, eight sacks, and 
two fumble recoveries. Lane, who has a 4.7- 
second time in the 40-yard dash, bench 
presses 225 and squats 405. He has a 2.6 
grade point average. He received recruiting 
interest from Tennessee, Florida, Nebraska, 
and Arkansas, as well as Bama. 

Although he is small in stature, Packer has 


made people notice him. His coach, John 
Moton, said, “He is a great competitor who 
is the hardest-working kid I've ever seen ina 
weightroom or on the football field. He is a 
little undersized for some people, but I 
think he is going to be great.” 

He rushed for over 1,700 yards and 25 
touchdowns as a sophomore, and followed 
that up by rushing for over 2,400 yards and 
29 touchdowns as a junior. Packer, who was 
clocked at 4.32 seconds in the 40 in 
Auburn’s football camp last summer, has set 
a goal of 3,000 yards rushing in his senior 
season, Moton said. 

As a junior he was a finalist for the Class 
5A Back of the Year and made all-region and 
all-state first teams. He has a 41-inch verti- 
cal jump, bench presses 285, power cleans 
255, and squats 555. He has a 3.2 grade 
point average. 

Packer said he selected Alabama over 
Auburn. 

While Packer is one of the smallest upcom- 
ing prospects in Alabama, Moon is one of the 
largest. The big right tackle is also a hard 
worker who has improved his game with off- 
season drills. He has a reputation for being 
able to stay low and use leverage and good 
footwork for blocking effectiveness. He was 
all-county and all-region as a junior. 

He was clocked at 5.84 seconds in the 40- 
yard dash following his sophomore year. He 
then joined the Russ Polhemus athletic im- 
provement group in Birmingham and 
dropped his time to 5.28. He also increased 
his bench press by 50 pounds to 285. He 
squats 450, power cleans 280, dead lifts 465, 
and has a 21-inch vertical jump. 


erhaps because Alabama is getting off 
P: such a quick start in gathering 

commitments, there is already much 
interest in what is expected to be one of the 
top prospect classes ever in the state of 
Alabama. The upcoming senior group in- 
cludes quality and quantity. It also includes 
some names familiar to Alabama followers. 

Tim Castille, 5-11, 220, is a tailback at 
Briarwood Christian in Birmingham, where 
his father is one of the coaches. And his fa- 
ther is one of Alabama’ all-time finest play- 
ers, former All-America cornerback Jere- 
miah Castille. 

William Roach, 6-1, 190, is an all-around 
athlete at Killen High School in Brooks 
where, as his team’s best athlete he was a 
quarterback last year. However, he is expect- 
ed to be either a wide receiver or defensive 
back in college. He is the brother of Tide 
linebacker Freddie Roach, former Tide re- 
ceiver Tim Bowens, and fullback Quentin 
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Bowens, a 2001 Tide signee who is com- 
pleting junior college transfer requirements. 

Kelcey McKissic is a 6-1, 196-pound all- 
around athlete from Phenix City Central. He 
is the brother of current Tider Triandos 
Luke, a wide receiver, and incoming signee 
Nic Luke, expected to be a fullback or run- 
ning back. Kelcey could play any skill posi- 
tion on offense or end up in the secondary 
in college 

While those have familiar names, there are 
others whose names will become very famil- 
iar in recruiting circles in upcoming 
months. 

Most believe the top prospect in Alabama 
will be either wide receiver Chad Jackson, 6- 
2, 205, of Hoover or quarterback Jamarcus 
Russell, 6-5, 204, of Mobile Williamson. 

Others who will be highly-recruited in- 
clude: 

Brett Byford, 6-4, 275, offensive lineman, 
Hartselle; Matt Caddell, 5-11, 170, wide re- 
ceiver, McAdory High in McCalla; Tez 
Doolittle, 6-3, 250, defensive end, Opelika; 
Eric Gray, 5-11, 190, strong safety-running 
back, Trinity West Morgan; Terrance Jones, 
6-1, 201, linebacker, Tuscaloosa County; 
Laron McLain, 6-1, 230, fullback, Tusca- 
loosa County; Cole Peace, 6-2, 210, quarter- 
back, Cedar Bluff; Tyrone Prothro, 5-10, 
170, cornerback, Cleburne County; Carlton 
Rice, 6-1, 200, linebacker, Huntsville 
Johnson; Aaron Sears, 6-4, 290, offensive 
lineman, Russellville; Jayson Swaine, 6-2, 
200, wide receiver, Huntsville Grissom; and 
Mitchell Thomas, 6-3, 210, running back- 
linebacker, Smiths Station. 


ith Alabama suffering a reduc- 
tion in scholarships for the next 
few years, Franchione is going to 


attempt to lure as many quality players as 
possible who will walk on with the Crimson 
Tide, Fortunately, Alabama has a loyal fol- 
lowing and evidence is in that Bama will at- 
tract some players who can be expected to 
help. As many as 20 new players could enter 
The Capstone without scholarships in the 
fall. 

Among those already announced as plan- 
ning to walk on with the Crimson Tide in 
August are two who have turned down 
scholarships elsewhere. They are Sammie 
Autrey, a 6-0, 205-pound strong safety from 
Wilcox-Central in Camden, and Trevis 
O'Neal, a 6-2, 225-pound running back and 
linebacker from Leeds. 

The decision of Autrey to walk on with 
the Tide helped influence his prep team- 
mate, defensive end Chris Browder, to cast 
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Name Pos. Hgt. Wet. 
Brandon Avalos QB 6-2 180 
Chris Browder DE 6-4 215 
jeremy Clark DL 3-3 275 
Ken Darby RB 5-11 190 
Grant Dickey OL 6-5 300 
Zach Fletcher WR 6-3 200 
uwan Garth LB 6-3 190 
Chris Harris DE 6-6 225 
Nic Luke RB 6-1 218 
Greg McLain TE-DE 6-3 230 
Chauncey Malone DB 6-0 183 
Earnest Nance LB 6-3 210 
Derrick Pope LB 6-0 223 
Ramzee Robinson CB 5-10 175 
Titus Ryan RB-WR 6-2) 195 
Demeco Ryans LB 6-1 210 
David Scott CB 6-0 
College 

#Henry Smith DL 64 290 
Kyle Tatum DL 6-6 260 


Name Pos. Hgt. Wat. 
james “J.P” Adams Ill DE 6-4 240 
Sammie Autrey SS 6-0 205 
Will Catoe DE 62 230 
Dennis Dubois CB 5-10 185 
Kendrick Eaton WR 5-6 155 
Cody Grammer C 65 245 
Durand Jackson DB 6-0 180 
Matt Kosloff QB 5-11 175 
[Allen Long LB 6-3 225 
Grant Nailen CB 5-11 170 
‘Trevis O'Neal RB-LB 6-2 225 
Zachary Saxton DT 6-4 

Michael Terry OL 6-5 315 
Name Pos. Hgt. Wet. 


Irving Batiste WR 6-3 200 
Aubrey Doroisme = DE 6-3. 240 
Drayton Henderson DB 6-0 175 


Eric Horne CB NA NA 
Irvin Isbell NG 5-11 245 
Matt Pierce WR 6-1 175 
Ezzie Raulls RB 5-7 196 
Kyle Robinson PK 5-10 175 
Zac Wakefield DB 5-9 170 
Kendrell Williams LB 6-1 251 
josh Woodard PK 6-1 170 
Matt Young PK NA NA 


2002 Alabama Football Signees 


*Ahmad Childress expected to enter in January 
#Henry Smith expected to attend junior college 


2002 Alabama Football Expected Walk-Ons 


Hometown/High School or Junior College 
Tuscaloosa/Hillcrest 
Camden/Wilcox-Central 


*Ahmad Childress DL 6-7 345. Nashville/Garden City (Kansas) Community College 


Daphne/Daphne 

Huntsville/Butler 

Tyler, Texas/Lee 

Moulton/City College of San Francisco 
Decatur/Austin 

Tuscaloosa/Central 

Phenix City/Central 
Lineville/Lineville 

Trinity/West Morgan 
Courtland/Courtland 

Galveston, Texas/Garden City (Kansas) CC 
Huntsville/Butler 
Tuscaloosa/Tuscaloosa County 
Bessemer/Jess Lanier 


180 Homestead, Florida/Jones (Mississippi) Community 


Aliceville/Aliceville 
Prattville/Prattville 


Hometown/High School or Junior College 
Northport/Tuscaloosa County 
Camden/Wilcox-Central 
Northport/Tuscaloosa County 


Colonia, New Jersey/Bakersfield (California) JC 


Camden/Wilcox-Central 
Northport/Tuscaloosa County 
Moulton/Lawrence County 
Northport/Tuscaloosa County 
Addison/Addison 
Birmingham/Briarwood Christian 
Birmingham/Leeds 


310Greensboro, North Carolina/Bakersfield (California) JC 


Lexington/Lexington 


2002 Alabama Football Possible Walk-Ons 


Hometown/High School or Junior College 


Bakersfield (California)/Bakersfield Junior College 
Bakersfield (California)/Bakersfield Junior College 


Charlotte, North Carolina/Country Day 
Ellisville, Mississippi/Jones Junior College 
HuntsvilleJohnson 

Mobile/UMS Wright 

Tuscaloosa/Central 

Ranger, Texas/Ranger Junior College 
Winfield/Winfield 

Aliceville/Aliceville 

Decatur/Decatur 

Houston, Texas/Memorial 


his lot with Alabama. Browder had commit- 
ted to Bama early, then switched to Auburn, 
but was back in the Crimson Tide fold on 
signing day. 

Autrey has a reputation as a power tackler. 
He is also a good student with a 3.1 grade 
point average. 

O'Neal had a sparkling three-year career at 
running back, picking up 1,076 yards on 
148 carries as a sophomore, 1,587 yards and 


14 touchdowns as a junior, and 1,942 yards 
on 206 carries (9.43 yards per carry) and 20 
touchdowns as a senior. He was all-state and 
a finalist for 4A back of the year. 

Bama is also expecting walk-ons from 
Bakersfield (California) Junior College. Both 
cornerback Dennis Dubois (5-10, 185) and 
defensive tackle Zachary Sexton (6-4, 310) 
have been reported as joining the Tide in 
August. 
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BAMA SCORECARD 


The Appeal Is On 
Expect The University of Alabama to have 
its appeal filed with the NCAA Infractions 
Appeals Committee by April 12. That's be- 
cause the NCAA Committee on Infractions 
has placed “the record” (or at least a part of 
it) with a secure custodian, the process that 
started the clock on the appeals process. 

Alabama is appealing unexpectedly harsh 
penalties handed down by the Infractions 
Committee in February. The timetable calls 
for The University to have 30 days from the 
time the record was produced in which to 
provide its documentation. The Infractions 
Committee will have 30 days in which to re- 
spond, and then Alabama 14 days in which 
to answer that response. 

Under the heading of “Better Late Than 
Never,” Robert Cunningham, Jr., of the 
Mobile firm Cunningham, Bounds, Yance, 
Crowder and Brown has joined The 
University’s legal team in Alabama's appeal 
of its NCAA sanctions, Cunningham an- 
nounced that he and his firm would insist 
on representing the University without a fee, 
ona pro bono basis. 

“It has been our intention from the begin- 
ning to vigorously appeal this ruling, and 
Robert Cunningham came to the forefront,” 
Athletics Director Mal Moore said. “His ad- 
dition to our current team will certainly en- 
hance our ability in this case. Make no mis- 
take about it, we all recognize the signifi- 
cance of this appeal to our program, our 
fans and the people of Alabama.” 

Cunningham said. “Our firm intends to 
aggressively advocate The University’s very 
sound arguments supporting, ata minimum, 
a reduction in the sanctions and penalties. 
We will devote all of the talent and re- 
sources at our disposal as we work with the 
University to achieve a just outcome.” 

Through the investigation and original 
hearing, Alabama used primarily in-house 
attorneys, including staff attorney Stan 
Murphy and two with law degrees, though 
not practicing attorneys, Gene Marsh and 
Marie Robbins. Marsh, a law professor and 
faculty chairman of athletics (and, only co- 
incidentally, a member of the Infractions 
Committee), and Marsh, then the associate 
athletics director for compliance, but now 
being moved to senior administrator for 
womens athletics, were given great praise by 
the Infractions Committee. However, they 
are expected to have little or nothing to do 
with the appeal. 

The indication in Alabama’s notice of ap- 


peal was that The University would request 
far more documentation of the case than 
just the transcript of the November hearing 
Although Alabama officials would not com- 
ment on the response of the NCAA to its re- 
quest for information, there was a hint the 
Infractions Committee did not provide all 
that was requested. Some might consider 
that an indication the committee has some- 
thing to hide. 

The documentation is given to a “secure 
custodian” rather than The University so it 
will not be subject to review by news organi- 
zations. 

Alabama hopes to have the matter resolved 
by the start of football season in late August. 


Philanthropy 

Paul Bryant Jr., a native of Tuscaloosa, cur- 
rent trustee of The University of Alabama 
and graduate of the class of 1966, has given 
another $10 million gift to The University of 
Alabama, this time to the recently-an- 
nounced Crimson Tradition Fund Campaign 
for Athletics. The goal of that campaign is 
$50 million. (See Page 16.) Bryant chairs the 
committee. It is the second $10 million gift 
by Bryant, who also gave $1 million for The 
University to purchase a television station. 
His total contributions to Alabama are 
thought to approach $25 million. 

Mal Moore, director of athletics, said, “We 
all have a responsibility in carrying our load 
whatever that level of contribution may be; 
and certainly, Paul Bryant has stepped up for 
this project like he has so many times for 
The University in past years. We appreciate 
our supporters and want each of them to 
recognize that every gift, no matter the 
amount, is vital.” 

Dr. Andrew Sorensen, president of The 
University said, “If you look across the en- 
tire nation there are just a few men and 
women who have exhibited this level of phi- 
lanthropy. Great universities all seem to 
have generous donors who have created cen- 
ters of excellence through their gifts and 
Paul Bryant is certainly ours.” 

For more information on the Crimson 
Tradition Fund Campaign, contact the 
University Advancement Office at 205/348- 
4722, 


Baseball Record 

Senior right-hander Lance Cormier tied 
Alabama’ all-time record for career victories 
by posting his 27th all-time victory in a 9-5 
win over Arkansas March 22. Cormier, who 


went 7-0 this year with the win over 
Arkansas, won his ninth consecutive start 
for Alabama, dating to last season, and tied 
Mike Innes (1968-71) as the school’s all- 
time winningest pitcher. In 77 career ap- 
pearances, including 32 starts, Cormier is 
27-13 for the Crimson Tide. He is also the 
school’s all-time leader with 310.2 innings 
pitched. 


Academic Achievement 

Three Alabama men’s basketball players 
were among the 18 named to the 2002 SEC 
Men’ Basketball Academic Honor Roll. 

It brings to 11 the number of men Mark 
Gottfried and his coaching staff have pro- 
duced on the Academic All-SEC Team in 
Gottfried’s four seasons at Alabama. 

“I'm excited about what these young men 
are doing in the classroom plus we've got 
four or five guys who had 3.0 and better 
GPAs this past fall semester who are also 
doing well in their schoolwork,” said 
Gottfried who was an Academic All-SEC 
award winner himself as a starting guard at 
Alabama in 1987. “I can't say enough about 
the men who make up this team. They work 
hard in the classroom, they work hard on 
the court. They are men who continually 
make us proud.” 

It is the third consecutive Academic All- 
SEC Award for junior guard Travis Stinnett, 
a management major from Maryville, 
Tennessee, who will graduate in May and 
play next season as he works on a second 
degree. Junior starting guard Terrance 
Meade wins his second Academic All-SEC. 
Meade, a Scottsboro business major who is 
in line to graduate in May 2003, is also a 
member of the 2002 SEC Good Works Team 
because of his active involvement in repre- 
senting Alabama in the community. 

Alabama’ third award winner on the team 
is Jim Bakken, a senior graduate in May 
2002 who grew up in Carrollton, Texas, and 
is now a Birmingham businessman. Bakken’s 
eligibility has ended but the award includes 
players from the Spring 2001 semester. 


Douglas Honored 

Four-time All-Southeastern Conference 
center Leon Douglas, an All-America at 
Alabama, was among the 12 men honored in 
Atlanta at this year's SEC Basketball 
Tournament as an SEC Basketball Legend. 
He received his award at halftime of the 
Tide's quarterfinal win over Tennessee at the 
Auanta Georgia Dome. 


You Can Join The Crimson Tide Party! 


You can keep up with the Crimson Tide every day and even take part in discussions of 
Alabama football, recruiting, and all other sports at www.BamaMag.com The writers and 
photographers of BAMA MAGAZINE provide daily information, answer questions, and dis- 
cuss the issues with you. Join the thousands who have already discovered BamaMag.com 
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This marks the fourth year for the 
Basketball Legends program. Alabama's 
three other SEC Legends are Reggie King 
(1999), Wendell Hudson (2000) and T.R. 
Dunn (2001). 

Douglas was an All-America at Alabama in 
1975 and 1976 and an AP Freshman All- 
America in 1973. He was a four-time All- 
SEC selection, an Academic All-SEC award 
winner, and he was Alabama’ team captain 
in 1975 and 1976. Douglas was a first round 
NBA draft pick in 1976 by the Detroit 
Pistons. He ranks third all-time in scoring at 
Alabama with 1,909 career points and ranks 
second all-time at Alabama in rebounding 
with 1,279 rebounds for a career average of 
11.5 rebounds and 18.4 points. 


Spring Soccer 

Although college soccer is a fall sport, the 
Crimson Tide has an abbreviated spring ex- 
hibition season. Bama was very impressive 
in going unscored on in five games and win- 
ning a tournament at Memphis, then fin- 
ished second in a tournament in Birming- 
ham. 

Bama will play in a tournament at Ole 
Miss on April 13 and will close out spring 
play with a game against Mississippi State at 
7 p.m. CDT on April 20 in Orange Beach. 


Soccer Honoree 

Alabama soccer standout Kim Zarzour has 
been named a Verizon Academic All- 
America performer. Zarzour was named to 
the Verizon Third Team as she posted a 4.0 
in Communicative Disorders while helping 
to lead the Tide to a 10-7-1 record last fall. 

Zarzour finished the 2001 season having 
set career highs in goals and points and 
ranks ninth in assists on the Tide Top 10 
list. 

She is the second Tide player to be named 
to an academic All-America team under 
Staley. Christine Miller received the honor 
in 1998. 


Winter Olympic Gold 

Alabama-Birmingham rightfully claims 
Vonetta Flowers, who won a gold medal at 
the Winter Olympics. Flowers was a track 
star for the Birmingham school before join- 
ing Jill Bakken to win the inaugural 
women’s Olympic bobsled race. 

Flowers, who was an All-America track 
star at UAB under current Alabama Assistant 
Coach Rod Tiffin, was a manager for the 
Alabama men's team in 1999 and 2000 while 
also training for the summer Olympics. 

Tiffin said that although Flowers was a 
10-time All-America in college in track and 
field, injuries prevented her from competing 
in the Summer Olympic Games. 


Pickens Wins SEC Honor 

Alabama senior Andreé Pickens made an- 
other step in her comeback from last year’s 
Achilles injury as she won three events and 
was all-around champion at this year’s SEC 
Championship Meet in Birmingham. She 
was named SEC Gymnast of the Year for the 
third consecutive year. 

However, in a meet that came down to the 
final score in the last event, Georgia edged 
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Alabama by one-tenth of a point for the 
team championship. 

Pickens won balance beam and uneven 
bars and shared first on vault and scored 
39.725 all-around. 


Heart Surgery For Gymnast 

Junior Sara Scarborough had surgery at 
UAB Medical Center in February to correct a 
heart condition, Wolf Parkinson White 
Syndrome, which is an extra electrical path 
in the heart, which can cause an irregular 
heartbeat. 

The surgery, performed by Dr. Vance J. 
Plumb was successful. 

The condition came to light during the 
Crimson Tide's February 10 meet against 
Auburn in Birmingham. Scarborough hyper- 
ventilated and was unable to slow her racing 
heartbeat during the competition. Alabama 
team physician Dr. Jimmy Robinson was on 
hand and immediately examined her and 
sidelined her from gymnastics activity until 
the condition was fixed. 

Former Alabama gymnast Gwen Spidle 
was given a pacemaker after her career and 
since then the Alabama gymnastics team has 
been involved in the American Heart 
Association “Heartwalk” each March. 


AL-SEC 

Alabama senior guard Shondra Johnson 
was selected to the 2002 All-SEC Women's 
Basketball second team by a vote of the 
coaches. Johnson, a native of New Orleans, 
led Alabama in scoring, rebounding and as- 
sists. This marks the third consecutive sea- 
son that she has garnered All-SEC second 
team accolades. A member of the 1,000 
point club at Alabama, Johnson also ranks 
among the Tide's career leaders in assists, 
free throws made and free throws attempted. 

Johnson finished her career as Alabama 
bowed out in the quarterfinals of the 
Women’s NIT. The Tide took road wins at 
Purdue and Eastern Kentucky, before ending 
its season with a loss at Michigan State. 


Laird Is Dazzling 

Alabama softball pitcher Shelley Laird won 
all three games as Alabama swept Tennessee 
in late March. The senior ran her record to 
15-6 this year and she has now won an SEC 
record 106 games against only 29 losses. She 
has been named SEC Pitcher of the Week six 
times. Earlier this year she was named SEC 
Pitcher of the Week for her performance in 
the prestigious Leadoff Classic in Columbus, 
Georgia. In that tournament she posted a 
0.67 ERA while striking out 33 batters in 
21.0 innings pitched and walking only two 
batters, She also picked up a win over 
fourth-ranked Oklahoma which was a three- 
hit, 14-strike out affair. Laird followed that 
performance with a two-hit shutout of Utah, 
in a 3-0 Alabama victory. She held opposing 
hitters to a .141 batting average while post- 
ing her 95th and 96th career wins. 


Swimming Success 

Alabama posted its second consecutive 
top-20 finish at the NCAA Women’s 
Swimming and Diving Championships. The 
Crimson Tide took 18th with 56 points 


Earning All-America honors for the Tide 
were Anne Poleska in the 100 and 200 
breaststroke (setting school records in 
both), Marcy Warriner in 100 breaststroke, 
and diver Lane Bassham in one- and three- 
meter. 

The men’s competition was scheduled for 
Athens, Georgia, March 28-30. 


Thompson To LSU 

Former Alabama Assistant Coach Lance 
Thompson has joined the “Musical Chairs” 
line at LSU. One of the more interesting as- 
pects of Southeastern Conference Football 
Watching is that LSU Head Coach Nick 
Saban doesn’t exactly inspire loyalty from 
his assistants. The first clue was when none 
of his assistants got on the airplane that was 
sent to Michigan State to bring Saban and 
his staff to LSU for the announcement of his 
hiring a couple of years ago. Since then 
there has been almost constant turnover on 
the LSU football staff. In Thompson, LSU 
gets a very good coach. He'll coach the of- 
fensive line, as he did at Bama in 1999-2000 
and as he was doing at Georgia Tech. At LSU 
he'll join another former Tide assistant 
coach from the Mike DuBose era, Charlie 
Harbison, who coaches defensive backs. Or, 
at least, he did last season. 


Camp Information 

Alabama coaches have camps for virtually 
every sport at The University, including 
cheerleading. For information about sum- 
mer camps go to the Alabama Athletics 
Department website, www.rolltide.com and 
look under the sport, or call (205) 348-6161 
for sports other than football, (205) 348- 
3600 for football. 


Farmers.com 


PRODUCTS & SERVICES 
Life « 

Financial ¢ 

Auto ¢ 

Farmer’s Value Added 
Business 

Fun and Family ¢ 
Home ¢ 

Banking 


334-794-1180 


1940 South Oats St., Suite 5 
Dothan, AL 36301 


29 


2002 Alabama Spring Sports Schedules 


Baseball 


Date Opponent Time 
UA Score Opp. Score 
Louisiana Tech 0 
Georgia Southern 3 
Georgia Southern 6 
Georgia Southern 3 
Georgia State 2 
Arkansas State 3 
Arkansas State 5 
a 
al 
lis 
0 
5 
3 


PeRONUS 


ze 


Arkansas State 

North Alabama 
ormel Classic @ Minneapol 

Tennessee 

Minnesota 

Florida Atlantic 


SB ONOmN~ 


South Alabama 10 
@ Hank Aaron Stadium 
7 SE Louisiana 2 
a SE Louisiana 9 
SE Louisiana 6 

19 Miss. Valley St. 0 
B'ham Sourthern 2 
3 

3 

Mf 

id. 


4 
a Tennessee 
14 Tennessee 
Tennessee 
Jacksonville St. ppd. 
9 @ Arkansas 5 
0 @ Arkansas 10 
4 @ Arkansas 1 
Mar. 26 Oklahoma 7:00 


@ Oklahoma City 
Mar. 29 @ South Carolina 6:00 
Mar. 30 @ South Carolina 
Mar. 31 @ South Carolina L 
Apr. 2 Southern Miss 
‘Apr.3. Austin Peay 
Apr.5 Florida 
Apt. 6 Florida 
Apr.7 Florida 
Apr. 10 @UAB 
Apr. 12 @ Kentucky 
Apr. 13 @ Kentucky 
Apr. 14 @ Kentucky 
Apr. 17 Samford 
Apr. 19. Ole Miss 
Apr. 20. Ole Miss 
Apr. 21 Ole Miss 
Apr. 24 @ Jacksonville St. 
Apr. 26 Auburn 
Apr. 27 Auburn (Fox) 
Apr. 28 Auburn 
May 1 UAB 
May3 @Georgia 
May4 @Georgia 
May5 @Georgia 
May 10 Mississippi St. 
May 11 Mississippi St. 
May 12. Mississippi St. 
May 17 @LSU 
May 18 @LSU 
May 19 @LSU 
May 22- SEC Tournament 
May 26 @ Hoover Met 
May 31- NCAA Regionals 
June2 TBA 
June 7- NCAA SuperRegionals 
June9 TBA 
June 14- College World Series 
June 22 @ Omaha, Nebraska 


30 


Softball 


Date Opponent Time 
UA Score Opp. Score 
8 


Samford 
Evansville 
UNLV Invitational 


3 oO 
1 2 
6 Evansville 0 
ir Oo 
3 1 


Oregon State 
Texas Tech 

eadoff Classic @ Columbus 
Oklahoma 
Utah 
Mississippi State 
LSU 


rie wor 
Q 
S 
3 
conane 


-8 Oakland (2) 34 

Mar. 1-3 CRIMSON CLASSI 
North Carolina 
Western Kentucky 

0 North Carolina 


5 Jacksonville St. 1 
9-0 Georgia (2) 43 
2 Georgia 1 
0-5 = @Arkansas(2) 2-4 
5 @ Arkansas 1 
4 3 
7 1 
6 2 
4 1 


HOOD Wy NWEWO 


1 
0 
0 
2 
Nebraska 3 
0 
0 
2 
0 


8 Florida (2) 3- 
Florida 
3 Tennessee (2) 0- 
Tennessee 
Mar. 27 Centenary 1:30 
Mar. 30 @ Kentucky (2) Noon 
Mar. 31 @ Kentucky Noon 
Apr.3 Jackson St. (2) 3:00 
Apr.6 LSU (2) 1:00 
Apr.7 LSU (Fox) 1:00 
Apr. 10 Southern Miss 6:30 
Apr. 13 @ Ole Miss (2) 1:00 
Apr. 14 @ Ole Miss 1:00 
Apr. 17 @ Southern Miss 5:00 
Apr. 20 @ Miss. State (2) 1:00 
Apr. 21 @ Miss. State 1:00 
Apr. 27 So. Carolina (2) 1:00 


Apr. 28 So. Carolina 1:30 
Apr. 30 @ Troy State 6:00 
May 4 @Auburn(2) Noon 
May5 @ Auburn Noon 


May 9- SEC Tournament 
May 12 @ Chattanooga 

May 16- NCAA Regionals 
May 19 @ campus sites 

May 23- College World Series 
May 27 @ Oklahoma City 


Men's Golf 
Date Event Finish 
Feb.9- Gator Invitational 
10 =@Gainesville 6 of 15 


'8- Matlock Collegiate 

9 @Lakeland, Fla. 4 of 15 
UNLV Invitational 

0 @Las Vegas 14 of 16 
Mar. 15- Conrad Rehling Invit. 
Mar. 17 @ Capstone Club 2 of 15 


Apr. 19- SEC Championships 
Apr.21  @Sea Island, Ga. 
May 16- NCAA Regionals 
May 18 @ Atlanta 

May 29- NCAA Championships 
June — @ Columbus, Ohio 


Men’s Tennis 


Date Opponent Time 
UA Score Opp. Score 
7 Samford 

6 Southern Miss 1 
2 @TCU 5 
4 @ Louisville 3 
2 @ Ohio State 5 
| Clemson 2 
4 Michigan 3 
5 @FSU 2. 
4 Furman 3 
4 LSU 1 
4 Arkansas 2 
2 Tennessee 4 
1 @ Georgia 6 
4+ @ Miss. State z 
0 @ Ole Miss 6 
Mar. 25 @ Columbia 11:00 
Mar. 29 @ Florida 1:30 
Mar. 31 @ South Carolina 1:00 
Apr.5 Kentucky 1:00 
Apr. 7 Vanderbilt 1:00 
Apr. 13. Auburn 1:00 


Apr. 18- SEC Championship: 
Apr. 22 @ Knoxville 

May 12- NCAA Regionals 

May 15 TBA 

May 20- NCAA Championships 
May 27 @ Athens 


All times central 


Men's Outdoor Track 
Date Event Finish 
Mar. 16 SEC Challenge 
@ Starkville, Miss. Ist 
Mar. 21- Alabama Relays 
Mar. 24 Ist 
Mar, 29- Stanford Invitational 
Mar. 30 @ Palo Alto, Calif. 
Apr. 12- Sun Angel Invitational 
@ Tempe, Ariz. 
Apr. 20 LSU Invitational 
Apr. 25- Drake Relays 
Apr. 27 @ Des Moines, lowa 
May 10- SEC Championships 
May 13 @ Starkville, Miss. 
May 20 Georgia Tech 
Last Chance 
May 29- NCAA Championships 
June 1 @ Baton Rouge 
June 20- USATF Championshij 
June 24 @ Sacramento, Calif. 


Women’s Tennis 
Date Opponent Time 
UA Score Opp. Score 
7 Louisiana Monroe 0 
T Southern Miss 0 
5 Washington St. 2 
@Seattle 
@ Washington 5 
@ Houston 3 
@ Rice 2 
Troy State 0 
Middle Tennessee 1 
Florida State 3 
@ Arkansas 3 
@ Tennessee 7 
Georgia 5 
Mississippi St 0 
Ole Miss 4 
Coastal Carolina 0 
@1SU 
Mar, 29 Florida 2:00 
Mar. 31 South Carolina 1:00 
Apr.5 @ Kentucky 1:00 
Apr.7  @ Vanderbilt 1:00 
Apr. 12 @ UAB 2:00 
Apr. 14 @ Auburn Noon 
Apr. 18- SEC Championships 
Apr. 21 @ Columbia, S.C. 

May 10- NCAA Regionals 

May 12 TBA 

May 16- NCAA Championships 
May 25 @ Palo Alto, Calif. 


PAILINOSEANUEN 


All times central 


Women’s Golf 
Date Event Finish 
Feb, 22- Florida Lady Gator 
Feb, 24 @ Gainesville 13 of 16 
Mar. 15- Lady Gamecock 
Mar. 17 @ Columbia 15 of 15 
Mar. 22- Liz Murphey Classic 
Mar. 24 @ Athens, Ga.10 of 15 
Apr. 5- LSU Invitational 
Apr.7 @Baton Rouge, La. 
Apr. 19- SEC Championships 
Apr. 21 @ Athens, Ga. 

May 9- NCAA Regional 

May 11 TBA 

May 21- NCAA Championships 
May 24 @ Seattle, Wash. 


Women's Outdoor Track 


Date Event Finish 
Mar. 16 SEC Challenge 


@Suarkville, Miss. 3rd 
Mar. 21- Alabama Relays 
Mar. 24 3rd 


Mar. 29- Raleigh Relays 
Mar. 30 @ Raleigh, N.C. 
Mar. 29- Stanford Invite 
Mar. 30 @ Palo Alto, Calif. 


Apr.6 Texas Relays 
@ Austin, Texas 

Apr.6 Spec Townes Relay 
@ Athens, Ga. 

Apr. 13. Sea Ray Relays 
@ Knoxville 


Date Event Finish 
Apr. 20. LSU Invit. 
Apr. 20. Sac Relays 

@ Walnut, Calif. 
Apr. 25- Penn Relays 
Apr. 27. @ Philadelphia 
May 10- SEC Championships 
May 13 @ Starkville 
May 17- Reebok Invitational 
May 18 @ Atlanta 
May 29- NCAA Championships 
June 1 @ Baton Rouge 
June 20- USATF Championships 
June 23 @ Sacramento, Calif. 
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The Crimion Tide 2 
Tailgate Collection 


Quad 1 16 02. Travel Mugs 
This set of Stainless Steel Travel 
| Mugs feature the Crimson Tide 

logo on one side and the 
school name on the other. 
Includes double wall insula- 
tion, and a snug drink-through 
removable lid, Fits most car 
cup holders. 5 '/" High. 

Sold as a set of two. 


Fleece on the inside and 
water-repellent nylon on 
the outside. It’s a tote 
bag, a seat cushion, 
unzips into a poncho 
and spreads into a 
48 x 96 blanket. 


13 07. 
Coffee Mugs 


This set of Stainless 

Steel Coffee Mugs 

feature durable 

plastic inner lining 

~ for insulation and 

Coolers padded scratch 
This set of ; proof bottoms. Crimson 
Stainless Steel Tide logo on one side and 
Can Coolers ‘ ‘UNIVERS} the school name on the other. 
foaturwatean 4/" High. Sold as a set of two. 
lining and a 
padded scratch- 
proof bottom. 
Crimson Tide logo on one side and 
the school name on the other. 4" High. Sold 
as a set of two. 


Sand Chair = 
This chair is ultra light and 


ultra comfortable. Three 
3/4 Liter reclining positions. Won't 

rust and is made with stain 
Thermos 


bes resistant washable fabric. 
This Stainless 


Steel thermos 


features double Ultra Light 


wall construction 7 

iokeep iquids Tailgate Chair 

the perfect tem- Ultra light, ultra strong and 

perature, ultra comfortable with a rust 

11" High. proof frame, stain resistant fabric, five reclining positions, and built in 
drink holders. Won't sink in the sand and angled rubber feet for maxi- 
mum grip on a slippery deck. Tumbler not included. 


i CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL 1-800-713-2261 | © My check or money order payable to BAMA MAGAZINE is enclosed 


OR SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: BAMA MAGAZINE, O Charge to my: =e 


P.O. BOX 866104, TUSCALOOSA, AL 35486 Ovisa O Mastercard gute 


Quantity Cost Ea. 
Ultra Light Chair $59.99 = CARD NO. EXPIRATION DATE 
Sand Chair $29.99 NAME city STATE 
Stainless Coffee Mug (Set of 2) $23.00 


Stainless Thermos. $28.00 $ ADDRESS ZIP PHONE 


Stainless Travel Mug (Set of 2) $24.00 
Stainless Can Cooler (Set of 2) $22.00 SGNATURE GIETIEROH 


Quad 1 $35.00 Add shipping and handling charges to each order as follows: Up to $25 add 65.95, 


Shipping & Handling (*see below) ..... . $25.01 to $45 add $8.95, $45.01 to $60 add $10.95, $60.01 to $90 add $12.95, 
Alabama Residents Add 8% Sales Tax .. $90.01 to $125 add $15.95, $125.01 to $150 add $19.99, over $150 add $24.99. 
Allow 1-2 weeks for delivery - Continental U.S. Only. 


MAKE THE BiG PLAY... 


X x 
X XXX 
0 00000 


Xx 
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The Magazine For The Crimson Tide Football Fan. 
The Magazine For You. Month After Month BAMA Brings You The 
Inside Scoop On Crimson Tide Foothall. Not just The Headlines. 


also get the story behind the 
story. We profile the stars 
and the stars-to-be, coaches, 
and even the stars of 
yesteryear as we remember 
Alabama tradition. And for 
the best and most accurate 
recruiting information, 
nothing compares. 


Prease Senn Me One Year 


Or ‘BAMA For On $35.00. 


up with all Alabama sports, 
August through May. Great 
Gift idea, too! 

Make the big play to 
get on the inside of Crimson 
Tide football. Return the 
coupon or for immediate 
service, just call toll-free 
1-800-713-2261. 


